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ABSTRACT: The available information on free-living limnic nematodes from 
Ethiopia is reviewed with special emphasis on those reported outside the Rift 
Valley, for which species are listed with their corresponding sites of occurrence. 
The families Monhysteridae, Dorylaimidae, and Tobrilidae comprise more than 
half of the total 0(91 species hitherto reported from Ethiopia. Among 69 species 
reported outside the Rift Valley, a similar trend of dominance is observed. Of 
these, about a quarter of the species have never been reported out of their 
corresponding type localities (in Ethiopia). Most of the remaining are either 
cosmopolitan or have been reported earlier from Africa. The occurrence of the 
fifteen most widely distributed species is shown on maps. Brevitobrilus 
graciloides is the most widely distributed species. Studies on abundance and 
diversity. though limited, are also included. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Nematodes are ubiquitous and numerically the most important animal group in 
benthic aquatic habitaU1 (platt and Warwick, 1980; Heip et al .• 1982; Heip et 
ai., 1985; Pennak, 1988; Traunspurger. 1992; -1996a; 1996b). The role of 
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