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ABSTRACT: Laboratory reared Glossina morsitans morsitans were fed on 
immobilized Swiss Albino Mice in an attempt to compare delectability of blood 
meal preserved as filter paper smears or as whole intact dried specimens. Both 
techniques showed similar trends with regards to absorbance values. Moreover. 
the inclusion of 25 % ethanol seems to have improved the detection of the blood 
meal in both cases. Bloodmeals preserved on filter paper deteriorate rapidly with 
time. Therefore it would be advantageous to preserve insects as dried whole 
specimens if the identification process is not performed immediately. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Detection of bloodmeals in hematophagous insects, especially in those with 
public health importance, is particularly useful in understanding the 
epidemiology of vector-borne diseases and to design effective control strategies. 

Insect specimens are primarily preserved in three ways for blood meal 
identification (Weitz, 1956; Boreham, 1976; Beier et al., 1988). The most 
widely used technique for preserving blood meals is by using filter paper 
(Edrissian and HaflZi, 1982). In this method the insect is dissected and the 
abdominal content is squeezed on to a filter paper and smeared evenly (Weitz, 














