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ABSTRACT: The land snail Limicolaria kambeul chudeaui Germain was 
collected from the margins of Lake Tilo, a small caldera in the Ethiopian Rift 
Valley. Although fossil specimens Of this subspecies have been used in 
palaeoclimatic reconstruction, there have been no previous reports of living 
examples. Here we describe the local habitat, climate and some aspects of 
ecology and isotopic variation within the snail shell. If isotope data can be 
obtained for fossil shells. this may provide a high-resolution record of-past 
seasonal climate variability. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Live specimens of the land snail Limicolaria kambeul chudeaui Germain (Achat­
inidae: Pulmonata) (Fig. 1) were collected in January 1997 from the margins 
of Lake Tilo (7°03'N, 38°06'E; altitude 1540 m), a small crater lake in the 
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