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Abstract

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a content analysis of the
social benefits of oral poems performed within the farming community of the
Borena District in South Wollo. The study employed a qualitative research
methodology, utilizing interviews and document analysis as data collection
methods to gather oral poems from the field. The collected poems were
subsequently analyzed using descriptive research, guided by functional theory.
The content analysis revealed that oral poems serve several key social
functions. Primarily, they are instrumental in teaching and reinforcing the
community's positive values. The findings suggest that by transmitting moral
lessons to children and youth, oral poems play a crucial role in shaping
character from an early age. Furthermore, the analysis indicates that oral
poems promote a strong work ethic by informing the community of the
importance of hard work. This benefit fosters a collective appreciation for
labor, which is highly valued for its contribution to both economic and social
development. Conversely, it was found that oral poems also function to curb
negative social behaviors. The study observed that individuals engaged in
detrimental acts—such as laziness, dishonesty, gossip, betrayal, adultery,
belief in witchcraft, arrogance, and corruption—are often subject to social
condemnation through these poems, which serve to control and restrain such
conduct. Finally, the researcher suggests that further collection and study of
oral poems concerning social benefits by sociologists, anthropologists, and
historians would provide deeper insights into the history, social life, culture,
and mentality of the district's community.
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