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Major Events in Epiphany Ritual and Zeitgeist, at Jan Meda in Addis Ababa
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the zeitgeist in the epiphany ritual, focusing on
major events that happened from 1925 to 1974. Specifically, the study
examines the Epiphany ritual held at Jan Meda in Addis Ababa and the major
events during those years, presenting these events chronologically. The
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research adopts a qualitative methodology from a folklore studies perspective,
utilizing an oral history approach. In the study, primary and secondary data
were collected and used. Primary data were collected using interviews and
case study data-gathering techniques, while secondary data were gathered
from archival sources. The data were analyzed qualitatively. In analyzing and
interpreting the zeitgeist within the temporal time, “Oralized History” was
used as a conceptual framework. The findings reveal that, during the specified
period, the Epiphany rituals were significant as religious events and
sociopolitical and cultural platforms. In the Epiphany rituals, major events,
which are religious and secular, happened with the attendance of Emperor
Haile Selassie, members of the nobility, judicial authorities, and spiritual
leaders. The Epiphany ritual was used as a major venue for diplomatic
engagement, fostering people-to-people connections and contributing to
nation-building. This is also evidenced by the attendance of spiritual leaders,
diplomats, ambassadors, and heads of state from diverse nations at the Jan
Meda rituals. Finally, the study underscores the reciprocal relationship
between historical events and the ritual of the Epiphany, demonstrating how
the sociopolitical dynamics of the time influenced the ritual's practices and
how, in turn, these practices reflected and shaped the spirit of the time.

Keywords: Epiphany Rituals, Oral History, Zeitgeist, Oralized History,
Jan Meda
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PPt POLAD PN NooXhe: PE&0O O-0T CHALP TCARPT  hdt::
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PHao} a3l avaoCaoC 1@+ PTG E ®N? h1917 9.9° Anh 1966 9.9°
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CANONC NCYT AL NA NG PPLN avl8 T1791 QhooFh PTG ET oo
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PTG Ahh 1966 2.9° ¢4+oN1@- (WY Yoot P4L410- Pao 30t AD-T7F
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U T AL BAA LG A
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PHao'7 ov7d.0 hao AKX AFAC PAT@- 796 9°7L7 107

2. XMNIANE AT TL4LMANE {00
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NTINCT ATAC PAT@F 916 PTLavlIPlar LU TST NPAP F¢h (Oral
History) PEnAC TG+ HCE NC o008 1 $AP Jén: NEHAC
TGT 0T oo b POP ¢1Eami@ 119707 12971 AL 1@~ (Allison,1997):
PAR FenE AN A PEANC HDT OC 97008 APFE NPA POLAANS-
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“PAP Jln PHooy t@0F APTE NPAR Féh PULANGNTG  POLINA
18T NovlS AsR.@ 200N Chl@ T Hooy tooa @0T 1AV N9
PAF@ ST 0710 LIAAN-::

NP Fén TG HCE ovlBPTF hh oomP NHen1é6 MR BT POLS
Pon aolBPTF W18 P4°1L PovlB BT TPI° AL LmAAN (Burnett,
1977):: PR G aolBPF WL $8{TL Cavlf PRt CTLLININT W
Urt 4R PINLS PUTE AFAT4 PG 200N PR CINF @O0 NoPk
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1977) 21NN N+avAAR9® Thompson (1978) AR Fén NGmSG NPA
N?LHANG aolBPF N Fen?ld PANG  aolBP2T  NTINLEYE  av@-O\&
AL 2IANAN-::

PAR  Jih hAAT PTG HCET PoLALOT@®F N7AF4EhS NFéht
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POLLAPD LV TG T “hé-ARHE LivFé” (Oralized History) €7£4.941N
a1y kA 1o Y TLLYAN R RS PPLN et AS NER S
POAPLN PAPR Fen7 N9IMaoCE: FEnd AL 779C (WHeh PCR L2194
a1 @ PHY 1AM AN AL N PFehns PPA Séh QG Td
No9NooC W7 U7 oAk 1@+ (Hamer, 2000):

“hCARHE NS TLATAN NeofNEF 1H PLI° HhtA  (chronology)
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nrr 1Mo . @6, AN AALTIETS U FRnaE et 75 &CLT
WHCHC afLPCANI°: TFAV 1Ma0ETI9° QAT N°TVNLANG NVHAR U-4-PT
eaen UL @0t hdCi o 2C PCN RCTE PAT@S NLOAT
PLeNF o0 T ST LY QW@ L79° hdh Féh oML 10~
(Hamer, 2000)::

MY 749N ooOlt POLPCN-  FehT Moo PPLT@G Nadbi-LOTF@-
o9 14he (reported) NF ALY T PoLh@Y (performed) “9°C GT@- (Hamer,
2000):: NA7L @F 1 et+hnt LCLTT 0PLI° hvkA haolAXS hootilh
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MAL P&CLET AOST  CAnPOT? aophn® ChPTT 1kt ChPTs
TMUNEP LLBS PROSET7 A% MRS 7100k PP ET AmPAL AN LPF
MUNLANPS U1 Urt AT FCAYE OTAPT AonlST LmPTIA
N°7A-+ Hamer (2000) S1AAA-::

LU TG “hlALHE NS 724MANT ao0l N91L49 h1917 9.9°
AOh 1966 2.9° &40 N879%4 N-HhNS PT9°P 1 NGAT AL P+hnk ANg T
UPTE N%A- AL PUIC aoldPTF PiNeTo 1.6 T+ PIila- AR
MUNEP  oo&lartE NPHoo'r  Phhnk AR 1Moo @F - (U1LE @0T
gthhk PGS PG e24én U1 T NTPIP T N%A AL PAmé A0 PAhANC
ACST AOT A78.0-9° N1 ACST AL PLméT TXOTS avOd 18T
071G AAS A NTGEI® aof0§ PLH PLI° Hh AT aoOl N84T
AFSPE a0 CINLE 994N 2A00T (NGA-  @P T ha2To- IC
PCN RCHT LATOS NGOAT 2L.003 00 Ta7 A% U1PTF (WHCHC
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3. famq7 %

LV TG ALYIFP PICIC LT eHhta AP ATSE mPol PUT
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hootin 0¢- (Field work) 1+t leohh 0é- @PF oolBPF helanan-0To-
aohhd PAoMPLP W% 10 (Goldstein,1964):: NPA Fén TGT OF T Fh
aMmed it PULLLCID Sl UG AS AUIIC LA PG HEPTS
antANT AL AT YLEIS TeE Nooam TS 9PAT ovdNA AL
h7L.77.0+0-C Janesick (2010) £IAAN-::
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ao(l 091847 ool AONNOA: 0TS E AL O1AT4 aolB (el 2T
M O ST NPacom@d hHANAN ool8PF aohpd TI°d-|:
NeCom Hooy A7 ShNC AZLINCET NGA AL PHhak AR h2MoL D
o7 ATLING T ANGA AL AP £71.e0 @01 1Mooy 9°F AILIPIS avOA
T80T G-

2V TS+ h1917 %.9° adh 1966 24.9° N87 224 0+hNé PTI°+ T+ N9AT
AL Fhedt £241 1@ 1IC 1T 0PN oom@d OHAT4 RAGT ool
NPT P90 00 n19402F E9°C ¢-+hNs--17 PTI°P+ NG m-::
n19402°E & ehNé PT9°¢ 1 N9AT7 NNGé-@ NaoTT Lansd 200N
YIS PAoMPP T1LLD AATFANI®:: LUI° PTGk @07 1o

LYV TG hPAoom@P: a6 CFTA U'rl 974¢ HL7T (Case study)
FMPIA: LV H& ATL Povl8 ooANANS OAT AP7T NimA @g9°
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AINtE RTC MA@ HETEP avBt AT E “006P U1 PTT NTAPL T
Aavl&t  PImeI°  10- (Kothari, 2004):: &V HZI° PEt  Q0OANTFE
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NFDF7 ao(lt N4 WM COn 8L AL TAP ovlB8 AT
@07 ovlBPF PNT®7 ARTETS tavAdne AT8.U-9° PAT® 7 hICS
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LYV TG PPN Utk 9148 PavlB oo NONE H&TF ool N971£L7
PTP T NN N°LhOCNTS PTG Fhdd (1o P87 238 093¢ IC
01977 P2000F AR PVLDT 1MovET: (NG T+ 17 “Ta0C oo
A7LLEov¢ T QANOT 0BT 94 PTIPT N9AT  AhoodT (LhAs
LOTPAT A8S%0 ADMT 9°7 AL AILT 0L OFRé@- oo
ATLEanG T (INF@ AL PAT®- AAN 9°7 AZLUP1E h1917 %.9° hAhh 1966
9.9° A U9°A hooJT 087 925 0-Fh0S ©T9°¢ T 09AT AL PFhivk
a880 VT 907 97 AT OCHT TPk AT T LhNC ATLINGE
NNGe@- LA TINFPT 340G avOi T5T7 avCI G \::

NNAGL oolBDF  L29° NN P7L71F ST v TG+ (vtavts
NAARTCLAN  Coo1S%  AYT  POLTT PovlE 9T 0N T
Neom+9® ONTI°k 1 0NGA 9°7rF: NGA- PAhANC ACST AL NPHoo'
Prhik: A%%0 UTTE $491R hd DLAAN 0857 718 (ooTiT PT9°T
NGA P29.e0N40NT7 NCYTS AT POLLLINTFD oo 3N RS hHAP
AL 9°F oo AILINL@-F BF 908 hTICPT NGN OC LA 3¢h
TONCT TP N9 PAhANC NCFT: NOPE (U1S6E PHhhk ANe T
FENE UPT ARV Nheddl  Con 182 AR PPLN PNIE:
TNLEPTFT NI Noome9® O10é- 10

4- 0777 N@SE RS 0hN)D ©&h 146 oohe?? Hoot OT¢+ 0194
AL Pthivk a%%0 UrRTINET7 914

AE RPN hOAMT b 0pA 72T NS fhlqt 47 1909 .90
NCT 7ING LAD-: AON 14469° hWAIDET A (evCh% IHTE 2002
9.9°):: 72T Ho-84S (hAD @60 14é aoheTr Hoot oo3 It
PTIP T N9 087 998 A7 ShNC AZLINCS OHov'- 9°% avAh
AL PFéh P0G PPI@- Panld 9P NG TS WA DR -
NCYTS GA° DU aodF9° h€avlNT n1917  G.9° €9°C P87 218
PTIP T N9A7T N7LooAh T NPhov-k (4 HIO LPCAAN::

NOoHM OPL0- U-A-9° HINDPT 087 %8 eT9°P 1 N%A+ AL 99751
AND@ED Tél ooy NF ST NOHM®- 7721 Ho-84 087 o145
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PPIP T NIA AL aoTiHT@7 POLIAX 9°39° ALYl HI0 Adt0E-9°:
It N8k POD.C chood® AISAVT@- ooCh% "1H? (2002 9.9°)
CIANAN:: P2k NRHAR N9AT AL 299877+ NODC  harTPFo-
NPt BUT AU TIoP ORFAIC: Tt Ho-4k AchHOP N9A+9°
LU ATIP 1 NGA 87 998 NATiHFo- NIBLMT AL AATINATC:

MLV Hoo} €87 998 PT9°¢ 1 09T A7 ShOC AZLINCT NP LR
hhdk A%%0 wHAR U9FT7 A18.0-9° CoPt: PHao} ov}dn 9°7 avih
ATGA@ PTAT Araohivl::

TC 10 477 ehté- ON T NPOHACHLLT fA- 02T (AP A40qH:
NPA@-NT: N8.LPG T NMVSTS N9°600G7 NHo14T NMHN HLIS P2
FEND ®L 2948 NFT@ 87 38 L44%N:: NV AN A0 hAD @41
il oo Ty CTIP T NGAT ACTANC 0317 hiA ABND- ®f 87 18
2980 N2170k9° TC 11 87 208 Mook F0317 AfND SaoAdn
(NCY7S GAg® IJHME 1917 9.9°):: TC 127 PooAdir #4540 “LhiAG PG
HIAA Pav-AN.L OAT 10 NONEI® AA)D @& Mool TG aoA§y
FeN@m 0L OC%YT 087 %8 PPNG OFH PULLLLDT P90 “Thad
017 AN@- h0ACHES 20100

NoP+ >0+ oL %7 °38 (L% héT AéT ONChEF €TC PAD-
OFLCT N@FLLP ANN APCS ALM NOAT LLESA: hdFLCE THA9°
NOPt 04 5747 Moo P29msé PaANC HNE A72FT ShtAd:: (L4
BN%PT 0FLLP ANN ANOND-F Moo ?STF@7 N+L avA? ANLMd NNAT
2950 nAREL. B6PT TAI° TF7 &CN PANN aoH9°s3F PAD-OES
L.08G T POCT ANGN Ve ANO@ 0317 SHO- Novhhd  £'18A
(NCY7S (A9°1917 9.9°)::

NPAONES NEALPGT PTA AAD 4T LhtAan: AAD @dti 87 918
%% POCP AP AN1P T NPh +HP9°m@- 10 ANT@O- 01°%58-07
oP T 0che ®L9° HGN AT8LoF T wH8U9° nNe-Ta7 AgoINR
NOCP oonti PO 00 OCP AaPT LAMF NAR BHLT P0G
AN P90 +L TA ANGHD: Y0 ABIPL P9L.PHD TA NMAOCP
a8 79°8 PA NeoNA LMé-A: TA P9 TA®T 0L AL e
PUA & ALCT LLHA: e ao) 73 B7L 910LT® &P & NAo-
AONT7 ACN@D SAHA- (NCY7S AA9°T1917 9.9°):  N1917 9.9° NASN
aNn kY PUTT  ANd AN A0S AL ACIST@- NPALN.LT o
N°0.7% o7l oOCLo- PT++ NIAT faNé AWP7E 087 224 Poear
ALt AP0 ST@- (NCYTS (A9°T1917 9.9°):

LY hovt eHh0l®-7 PTIP1T NG NCT TS 0A9° DB (1917 9.97)
PTI°P T NGA7T ATANC HNF @FLC hAOA 0745 N4 AL ATC US
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L 87 %% AAHT 1A HNGE 27 Y9°4 9UFC PUA &P Nae HLCLEC
SAH NG NECTE YA L7790 avaf AN NAA LN T HOES AAP®°
M OFLCE ANC &Faé-é ML TICLT ¢ BPRCFTM1G Povtlen
HNEF 7 AnC 7 E0 1000 HATraN Pad-87 HNET AGAL@- hHAfR
APM, DT L 67 918 P9%aom AL ABND 87 %8 tPadh::
NH.V7 1H 57 928 NNEPT eGP ao 748 AT N29A1 H70A::

N1917 9.9° HaoSP PAAGT TI°VCT PAAMIM- PAC-A AA)D D0 el
o0 HNG CHIAD- SBGd- NANP@ N2LHTT ML ShTh A%C
TOAE A°C AT T NGA @ 87 98 ao:: A0 -0 NPh AL
i (7 aolP0 AT HNE @2-LC NHooSP POAAG NCYT (19P bt
ANAT 99 4 FTET APNATG aoaht ACH14 (AP HIMLME)T 1,949
Al tirhoe 23E0A:: (OP+E: 1946 aFPF 2 ik POUANNE PL 5P
Po.maoPao- GTF®:: 194 aoTPTF9° hét AdT vt I8P GA9Y
L.eHA (NCY77S (A9°T1917 9.9°)::

e 13- P1917 9.9° Ad)D @& AO-A Téé oohe¥r P95 HIAA 09A
A.LnNE PULLeAL (9°75: NCT TS GA2° JDHM1917 94.9°)

Poo- 4PN HOE @Z-LCT P70 ANO bk I0C: LU AAIND AhTHE AS.0
a0kt NG PHE Hoo? bk ooAND AZL 10-C LHmC 'INC:: b avAN
10-CS hN46 TIC Adae 7 A0 hA)D ®6T HooSE AAS T9°VCT
Tl CAAMT PASN AN hho7 HOETS PAOA AA)D &N PovlLPN
HNETF eohhlg® 30 +7%F 1917 9.9° NGFA®D> 728 AhA)D O TAP
AAGE NARNT 07774 Ta “INNVTF®7 ooCh% IHT (2002 9.9°) TAAPA::
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NTC 11 +7F 1917 9.9° N-FhNla- P87 928 T+ NGA AL Pas.0 AN
n+e? HNETG Poo 400 HNGFT AooBavl @ 0 DH ANAD- NS7 28 PAAS
FCat LLLTNE havt WNC::

al)D  @én g 87 918 ALCOA®  NhapAag AN L
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ATP T NN ®F78 N1 PAOVA ANNE Hé ANNE 14997 O+u-nt
NaoANO LPAA: AT 0198 TNUT® AL ao79° NovOh Po9.mé- PNC
BT 099477 ATeTo7 NHALe ARTE PATC 0é- Naohe-TS T¢ ML7
PATD7 PmA PmA ®L9° Tf Neod0 ©oN FPio- @®Lf B7 994
JATRT S

2t b8 BIPM@F PO aoMPFITCT 2006 9.9°F ALD AN
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PTP T NGA hveoITHP adk Hen®1é CTALE NdlOT  PAT®7
PR4.4-G PHAT QUA PULLARNT ATS.U9° @3£S O oMPT ATSC
PULPST@? @ PTLTPORNTS PULLABNT NFé Moo AR NG¢é-
PULAM@: 1@ NOP RIS ©F8 ATSC FPIEAT PULATT ASILE Ao,
Nao@COC hnd7 OLI° CEPHT@7 TA LavdA:: AEEI® ABT Aoot+PoP
SPLE WPYT PoolinCood™ 9°ART FALAT: NNV ooAn ONPT ACH
nch L+Po+s H8C LovOC: NG

Nodt a7 oM AFSC P9LLAITT  ABLE Aot POP A9l
N ®COC N4 223 he2IAT Fhadt hio2AG 20th 088 s
NS TFo- THE LOAMT NG N87 994 P9 @-Coé- ANE o3+
AD7 av%l PNk NChF DA0T Ad:: ASILAT ht Poo@Mt: h@7e
IC Lot POP: DALFEFT® IC Pov1S771F A8.0-9° @-N i@ Pooi¢-t
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PULONNTS PULLa(NT NGA 10+ NOAEI® OAHOT NAZFF® AL
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<At 7 TRCT AOONE STAN::

TIMmPNe

N1917 9.9° hhh 1966 9.9° £4LO NASO AN w977 087 9484 PTI°¢ T
NN PANNNC NCHTT CINGTFD7 Fon PTLLAPD LU TGT “héALHE
Loke” erdMAN o1t Ot 1o (HY P4 AN ao(LI
NTo°d+ NG AL &7 7257 ¢Fhdk A%%0 U-TPT7 00 $L9° FhitA
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ethnk ANg T P2-4n AOMPT MNGé-@- NHhNg PT9°d T N9AT AL AL
A%8.0 U1 A7800NE PNt ALY TGk hovAnhA: PT9CP T N9A
n1917 4.9° ahh 1966 9.9° NA~T havd-t 0710 AEN: POFLC TChT?
Phus T PahvHAN AEAN NP U ShNC ATLING TG AAL LA (NG

Bat a8 BPM@E PA aoMPPIPTCT 2006 9.9°F ASN AN
BH0P aoTINTIN LL1E PA aomLPE Pl 2006 9.9°F ASN ANN::
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AN TGk PACA:: n1917 9.9° Adh 1966 %.9° £40 AT hovdi
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