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MA@ avpvé- PoLhTA® T AONC L514A:

What matters . . . in the historical novel is not the re-telling of great
historical events, but the poetic awakening of the people who
figured in those events. What matters is that we should re-
experience the social and human motives which led men to think,
feel and act just as they did in historical reality. And it is a law of
literary portrayal which first appears paradoxical, but then quite
obvious, that in order to bring out these social and human motives
of behaviour, the outwardly insignificant events, the smaller (from
without) relationships are better suited than the great monumental
dramas of world history . . . (Lukacs, 1962:42)
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For this reason memories have more to offer him than historical
works, for they are intimate conversations between author and
reader and hence give a picture of the age that has all the closeness
and intimacy of direct observation, which Merimée (like Vitet) sees
as the decisive factor in the presentation of history . . . (1962:80).
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I began . . . to seek in history, memotrs, voyages and travels and the
like, events nearly as wonderful as those which were the work of
imagination, with the additional advantage that they were at least in
a great measure true (quoted in Grierson, 1950:38).
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Scott portrays the great transformations of history as transformations
of popular life. He always starts by showing how important historical
changes affect everyday life, the effect of material and psychological
changes upon people who react immediately and violently to them,
without understanding their causes . . . . (Lukacs:49)
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- . . Historical novels have taught all men this truth . . . that the bygone
ages of the world were actually filled by living men, not by protocols,
state papers, controversies and abstractions of men. Not abstractions
were they, not diagrams and theorems, but men, in buff or other coats
and breeches, with colour in their cheeks, with passion in their
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stomach, and the idioms, features and vitalities of very men (in
Grierson: 42-43).
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