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Abstract

This study focuses on the autobiography of Yohannis Afework, especially the
part about playing the flute. The focus of this study is on how to develop
experience in flute playing. The study obtained its input information from
interviews and documents. The method of the study is based on the method of
oral history research that applies the method of interview and document
inspection. The results show that Yohannes Afework started playing the flute
in their hometown (Gojam) when they were children. After coming to Addis
Ababa in 1955 (E.C.), he started entertaining the village children and was
employed in the then-popular dance halls as well as various traditional musical
instrument-playing institutions and theaters. He has accompanied the music of
various famous Ethiopian singers with flute. He is remembered by most of the
people for his flute music, which is the soundtrack of the “Fikir eske mekabir.”
Yohannes Afework, who lived for half a century as a flute player, even though
they retired (1995 E.C.), they never stopped playing the flute. Yohannis
Afework passed away on February 19, 2011 (E.C.).
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