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ABSTRN:r 

The purpose ot schooling is to educate 
learners in such a way that they wIll be 
abl e to con t r ibuta t o the weltare and 
strength ot society, and t o r.ealize a tull 
development ot t heir potent;! al as hUlllan 
beings. In order to do this, curricula are 
planned and developed, t eachers are 
t r ained, and tert books and o-thor _ tor ials 
are also produced. 

To a t tain its end-result an 
educational proqrlUl lIIust bEl planned and 
deve l oped systl_tically using a curriculuill 
developlllOnt JIIOdel ot ono kind. This tact Is 
ono t hat has escaped many persons' 
attention in s everal places. A curriculum 
developaent -adel is said t o be in actual 
use .. hen prot essionals charged .. ith the 
task share a sense ot coa.onctlity 
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erempliLied by a strong networ k oL its 
conceptual and Jll6thodological co_it_nts 
that governs their ~ork. Such ~ conceptual 
scheme serves to synthesize all 
undertakings and to reveal proble. 
solutions th~t arise in learning. 

The Jlajor objective oL this study is 
to investigate the practices and processes 
oL curriculu. planning and devel opmen t l or 
General Bducation in Ethiopia since 1974 
~ith a Locus on the underlying .adel . For 
this, inLormation ~as gathered Lrom 
professionals ~orking in the Institu t e tor 
CUrriculum Devel opment and Res earch and 
oLLicials in charge oL educa t ion polic y 
decision- making a t the lev e l ot the 
Hinistry. This inLormation ",as obtained 
through questionnaires and i n terview's troll 
t he two groups mentioned. 

Results hardl y sugges t that there 
erists an agreed -upon cur r i culull 
development .adel ",hich can direct the 
planning and development oL the educational 
progra.L In addition to this, the .ade l 
",hlch is oLten clai.ad to be in use s i nce 
1974 appears not to have been adhered to. 
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In the ligbt o~ the proble.s 
envisaged, it seeas ertre-Iy ilp:>rtant 
that curricula. planning and developaen t 
.ust ~olIOtf an agreed-upon .adel and a s et 
oL procectu.res and patterns, i~ the 
educational progr_ is to peco_ e~~ective. 
And this bas to be clearly spelled out and 
kncwn. HoreovQC, curricula. as the aeans 
to expc8ss ~unda.ental values shoUld take a 
c l oser study which cuts across needs o~ 
prospective learners, cont_porary society, 
and the large world of Jcncwledge. since 
curriculu. develo,-ent is a continuous area 
oL study and i.prova-ent, and since needs 
change in tiae, curricula. planning and 
develop.ent .ust be research-oriente d 
rather than being a rule-o~-thuJDb 

procedure-


