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THE SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF URBANIZATION: 
THE ADDI S ABABA EXPERIENCE 

Andorgalchew Tes/aye · 

ABSTRACT: Urbanizatioll, ill Ethiopia begall gradllally alld even loday 
Ille majorily 0/ ElI/jop/olls live iI, nlfa/ areas. However, sillce Ihe 1950s the 
rate of wnollizatioll begall to accelerOiC rapidly rhal the grow/I! rate of 
cilies such as like Addis Ababa become ol'eMlle/millg ill lemlS of the 
al/eml'ls to provide the minimum social Qlld ecollomic needs of citizens. 
By the ClUJ of 1991 dlle to a large influx of war displaced people il is 
be/icI'cd Iltal Addis has more Iholl two milliOIl peoplc, from Oll/Y 100,000 

ill (he mid- /9305. 

7111! social consequences of SlIch a rapid urban/za/ioll hal'C reached all 
alan"jllg stage. Tile crowded silllalioll ill the city lias led 10 greal sliortub'CS 
1101 ol/ly ill temlS of employmem but also adequate hal/sing with proper 
facilities and olher social amellilies. n,e coping mechanisms adoptell by 
Ihe people 10 meel Oldr daily reqlliremems has led 10 a cOllgesfell, 
WIS{milary 01111 insecure existence. 71I11S, the social, heallh, moral allli 
security slalllS ill Ihe city callnot be expected to be anylhillg bill appalling. 
nw discllSsioll of these problems is tile major theme of tllis paper. 

INTRODUCTION 

Accelerated urbanization is a social phenomenon that has become very 
much observable in developing countries such as Ethiopia. Ethiopia was 
mainly a closed rural socie ty unt il the reign of Emperor Menelik (1885-
1913) when Western ideas started penetrating. This was particularly so 
after the construction of the Franco·Ethiopian Rai lway (1917) linking 
Addis Ababa to the outside world through the pon of Dj ibouti (Jonathan 
Baker 1990: 213). As a result, Western ideas along 
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with Wes tern trade gradually pene trated the cou ntry. The establishment 
of Addis Ababa as the capital city of the empire and the introduction of 
elements of modernization such as schools, hospitals, radio and telephone 
communications and so forth, gradually opened up the cou ntry to the 
elements of urbanization (Mesfin Wolde Mariam; 1966:16). 

Urbanization is usually ident ified by fou r common character istics found 
at different levels of complexity depending on the rate and intens ity of 
urbanization. These characteristi cs include: 

1) dominance of commercia l, industrial, and service 
occupations; 

2) extensive division of labour, accompanied by corresponding 
social complexities; 

3) high density of population; and, 

4) the development of coordination and control mechanisms 
based on membership approaches (Baskoff 1962: 13-14) 

Urbanization can, therefore, be simply defined as a complex of social, 
ecological, and cultural trends which produce posi t ive, and possibly 
negative developments in any or all of these four aspects (Boskoff 
1962:13-14). 

It is an estab lished fact that the urbanization process brings about 
pronounced changes in the way of life of people. These changes take 
place in all aspects of socio-economic and cultural lives of people. In the 
first place, urbanization introduces diffe rent patterns of population 
distribution. Unlike in rural areas, urban populations are generally 
heterogeneous; coming from different backgrounds as a result of 
migration. Such heterogeneity introduces many diffe rent iating factors 
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such as differences in language, race, norms, values, and e th ica l systems, 
among the popula tion. 

In urban areas work habits of people become differentiated. People 
are no more dependent on family based activ ities sllch as farmi ng and 
animal breeding for their l ive lihood. In urban areas people are 
employed in diversi fied commercial and industrial enterprises or in the 
many service areas for which some kind of special ized skills or 
knowledge are requ ired. This creates a lot of mobility, bringing together 
people from d ifferent regions, speaking different languages, belonging to 
different re ligious and cultu ral groups. Such mobility may be caused due 
10 dive rse reasons. But on the whole. in deve lopi ng countr ies, they are 
caused by une mployment and underemployment and the abject poverty 
in rura l a reas. People may al so be attracted by the apparent glamour of 
ci ty life. Such mobility upsets the pol itica l, economic, socia l and cultu ra l 
life of the people that originally occupied the area. On the other hand 
the new comers will find no time 10 establish thei r own cultura l and 
social systems consistent wit h the ir own val ues ( Kaitz & I-lyman 197 1: 3-
6). 

Mass migrations have a number of consequences. Swift changes 
brought abou t by mass populat ion movements tend 10 break down or 
strongly minimize info rmal, pe rsonal re lationships that had existed 
ea rl ier. As a result people resort 10 seconda ry COntacts. At the init ia l 
stage secondary contacts may lead to increased face to face inte ractions. 
Yet such interactions are main ly impersonal, superficia l and temporary 
in nalure. T hb may result in more freedom~ fo r ind ividuals because 
personal and emOl ional cont rols from intimate groups such as the family 
which are strongly eroded (Shsevky & Well 1955: 7-8). 

But such freedoms a re not without cos t. People in urban areas, 
especially the poor, have les~ control over services that were once 
performed by informal and personal a rrangements. The ir re la tionships 

~ to the ir ne ighbors also become more impersonal as people keep on 
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moving in and out of neighborhoods and residential quarters. Therefore, 
services that were performed by families and neighbors are now taken 
over by less responsive and depersonalized bureaucratic organizat ions 
like municipalities (Kailz & lIyman, 1971:6). 

Therefore, urbanism is characterized by heterogenous population with 
diversity of interest and background; by people that live ve ry close to 
each other and yet are very much apan and by a population that is 
overwhelmed by complex divisions of labour, class structure and the mere 
physical dimension of the population size. Such conditions are likely to 
produce divergent group norms and values as well as conflicting social 
roles. These are conditions of far reaching social consequences (Clinard 
& Meier 1979:130-134). 

ADDIS A8A8A AND ITS URIlANIZATION PROCESS 

Addis Ababa was founded, by Emperor Menelik II in 1886 when he 
moved his royal camp to the present location from the heights of mount 
EnlOW. Much is nO[ known about the city's earlier growth rate. But one 
could piece together opinions of foreign travellers that visited the city, 
and come up with some idea as to how the city looked like then. 

One of the earli est comments on Addis Ababa was that of Merab who 
visited the city around 1900. According lO him, Add is Ababa was a city 
(a royal camp) whose lan<.bcape was dominated by ten ts and llIkuls. He 
further comme nted tha t "aside from the market quaners and the Ghibb i' 
compound. which have all the sadness of a city without havi ng its 
splendor, one can say tha t the capital of Ethiop ia is more cou ntryside 
than ci ty" (Marina O ttaway 1976:36). To emphasize the ru ral 
characteris tics of Addis Ababa, Merab added that even the palace 

'The Ghibbi lit erally mea ning the compou nd is the palace of the King. 
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such as diffe rences in language, race, norms, va lues, and ethical systems, 
among the popu lation. 

In urban areas work habits of people become differentia ted. People 
are no more dependent on fam ily based activities such as farming and 
animal breeding for thei r live lihood. In urban areas people are 
employed in diversified commercial and mdustrial enterprises or in the 
many service areas for which some kind of spec ia lized skill s or 
knowledge are required. T his crea tes a lot of mobi lity, bringing together 
people from different regions, speaking different languages, be longing to 
diffe rent religious and cultural groups. Such mobility may be caused due 
to diverse reasons. Bu t on the whole, in developing countries, they a re 
caused by unem ployment and underemployment and the abject poven y 
in rural areas. People may also be altracted by the apparent glamou r of 
city life. Such mObility upsets the pOlitical, econom ic, socia l and cult ural 
life of the people that ori ginally occupied the area. On the other hand 
the new comers will find no time to establi sh thei r own cultural and 
social systems consisten t with thei r own values (Kaitz & I-lyman 1971: 3-
6). 

Mass migra tions have a number of consequences. Swift changes 
brought about by mass population movements tend to break down or 
strongly minimize informal, personal relationships that had existed 
earlier. As a result people resort to secondary contacts. At the in itial 
stage secondary COlli acts may lead to increased face to face interactions. 
Yet such interactions are mainly impersonal, superficial and temporary 
in nature. This may result in more freedoms for individuals because 
personal and emotional controls from int imate groups such as the fami ly 
which are strongly eroded (Shsevky & Well 1955: 7·8). 

But such freedoms are not wi thout cost. People in urban areas, 
especia lly the poor, have less control over services that were once 
performed by informal and personal arrangements. Their relationships 
to their neighbors also become more impersonal as people keep on , 
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compound was a mixture of rural and urban with la rge buildings and 
cabbage fields, piped water and grazing animals, churches and stables all 
thrown together in a disorderly manner (Ottaway 1976:36). Another 
important factor reported by Merab was the population composi tion. 
The populat ion mainly consisted of retinues of the emperor and the 
powerful ari stocrats of the day. The emperor's retinues alone were 
estimated to be around 15,000. Merab also pointed out that half of the 
population of the city were composed of slaves and domes ti c servaills 
making the city one big unmovable imperial camp (Ottaway 1976:36). 

Unfortunately, between the accounts of Me rab in the early 1900s and 
the first census of 1961 there were no reliable data on the growth rate of 
the city population. However, according to Jean Comhaire the growth 
of Addis Ababa was accelerated by the time of the completion, in 1917, 
of the Djibouti·Addis Ababa Railway when the size of the population 
grew from a mere 35,000 to 100,000. He further estimated that during 
the 40 years before the first census of 1961 the popu lation was esti mated 
to have grown at a rate of more than 7 percent per year reaching 443,728 
(Jean COlllihaire 1976:98; 105; See also Jonathan baker 1990: 212-213). 

Add is Ababa defin itely grew at unexpectedly faste r rate as shown by 
the censuses of 1961 and 1967 which recorded a population of 443,728 
and 644,190 respect ively. This was a growth of 65 percent per year. T he 
growth rate of the popu lation for both the pre-and post-1960 periods is 
shown in Table I. 

Due to the prevailing political and economic conditions of the country, 
the growth rate of Addis Ab<lba in the early years was not as fast as 
compared to the post World War II periods when it was es timated to 
have grown at the r<l te of 4 to 6.8 percent up to 1975. The growth rate 
seems to have slowed down since the 19805 possibly due to the acute 
shortage of housing and the cont <lin ment attitudes of both Peasants' and 
Urban Dwellers' Associations, created after the 1974 socialist revolution. 
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Migra tion 

What were the reasons for such an accelerated growth? Variolls studies 
indicated that the popul<lIion of the city was growi ng main ly due to in­
migralion. A survey by the Centra l Statistical Office in 1972 indicated 
a growth rate of 7 percent that is 4. 1 percent in-migration and 2.9 
percent natura l growth (Cen tral statistical Office 1972: I). It Wl.lS 

est imated that in Add is Ababa between 1970 and 1978,64 percent of the 
allnual growth of population was the con tr ibu tion of in-migrat ion (Hai lu 
Oelachew 1983:328). This has been more or less substantiated by varioLls 
earl ier ~tu(lies as well. For insta nce, the sample survey o f 600 household 
heads Larded out in Addi~ Ababa in 1960 revealed that only 15.7 percent 
were born in the city while the remaining 84.3 percent were migrants 
from different pans of the country (S. Combaire-Syulvian 1960: 14). 
Similarly a sample survey cmried out in Kirkos area of Addis Ababa in 
1972/73 showed sim ilar results. The average in-migration was 55.7 
percent. About 85.6 pe rcelll of all the adults over 25 years of age were 
born outside Add is Ababa (I....e nnan Fre ij el a i, undated :42). 

It is believed that migration to the city has bee n mainly mo tivated by 
uncmployment and unuer-cmployment in the cou ntry as a whole. For 
example, the 1960 sample survey indica ted that out of 506 household 
heads that migrated to Addis Ababa 57.5 percent did so in search of 
employment (S.Chomhaire-Syulvian 1960:24). The problem of 
unemployment in Ethiopia was particularly acu te in the mid-1960s, thus 
allracting a large number of people to urban areas. Between 1964 and 
1969, 84,135 job seekers were registered in the few labor exchange offices 
in the country. Out of these only 15 percent were ass is led by Ihe 
employment offices 10 gel jobs. At the same time 3326 workers were la id 
off by private enterprises in 1968 wh ich was higher by 58 percent over 
those that were laid off in 1967 (Marina Ottaway 1976:82). In Ethiopia, 
betwecn 1961-1969 agriculture was growing at the rate of 2.2 percent per 
year while the population was growing at the rate of 2.5 percent. On the 
other hand manu facturing and service oul puts were growing at 9.3 
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percent and 7.9 percent respective ly, indicating a state of stagnation of 
the agricultural sector (Hailu Belachew: 1983:331). People were forced 
to migrate lO urb.an areas due to such stagnation in the rural areas and 
hoping to get be tter incomes in urban areas. By 1970 the unemployment 
rate th rough th e country was est imated lO be between 15 to 20 pe rcent 
of the lOta l labor force (Planning Commiss ion, Ethiopian 
Government: 1972: 19). 

These conditions a re clearly su bstantiated by the figu res in Table 2 
showing the number of job seekers in the few employment exchange 
offices in the major urban ceillers. 

From the figures in Table 2 we observe that during the ten yea rs, from 
1978/79-1987/88 a 10lal 0f770,353 job seeke rs were regisle red in variolls 
parts of the country and these consisted of 54.4 percent males and 45.65 
percent females. A look at the figures for each year reveals that the 
number of job seekers who were registe ring were declining. This was so 
nOI because there were less job seekers in the 1980s but because of the 
fact that job placements were so limited that people lost hope and opted 
not to register. Out of those registered over the ten year period ony 18.8 
percent (14.1 % males and 4.7% females) were placed on jobs 
(Andargatchew Tesfaye: 1989:3). As the figures in Table 2 indicate young 
people between the ages of 15-19 and 20-29 were the largest group of job 
seekers (70.8% of the to ta l). In most cases these were school dropouts 
particularly those who sat for the Secondary School Leaving Certificate 
Examination and failed to be admitted to third leve l educational 
inst itutions. Some migrated 10 Addis Ababa hoping 10 get employed. 

Uncmploymcnt 

If this is what the overall employment conditions look like, what we re 
the si tuations in Addis Ababa? The unemployment problem in Addis 
Ababa has been quite serious over the yea rs. The figures in Table 3 
clearly illustrate the si tuation . 
• 
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In Addis Ababa in 1976, out of a total labor force of 356,236 about 
90.4 percent were employed and 9.6 percent we re unemployed. OU I of' 
the employed people 57.2 percent were males and 33.2 percent were 
females. Ou t of the 9.6 percent unemployed 5.3 pe rcent were males and 
4.3 percent we re females. 

The compara tive situation, as far as unemployment in Addis Ababa 
was conce rned, as shown in T'lb le 4, was not any different in 1984. Out 
of the IOtal labor force of 470,308 some 10.5 percent were unemployed 
and consisted of 5.2 percell! males and 5.3 percent fema les. What 
appears to be of more concern, from the figures in Table 4, is the fact 
that you ng people between the ages of 15 - 29 constilllled the larges t 
group of the unemployed. While this age group makes up 45.3 percelll 
of the labor force in Addis Ababa yet the unemployed in this age group 
make up 73 percent of all the unemployed. Therefore, unemployment 
was 1110re acute among younger pcr~on~ of hoth ~exe~ though the 
unemployed young females were sl ightly mme than the l11ale~ of the 
~ame age group. 

Faciliti es and Aminitics in Addi s Ahnba 

The attraction of Aduis Ababa fo r migrants was not only the fact that 
it contained a very large portion of the country's modern economic 
c~tahlishlTlent~ that proviticu employment hut al!'o because it is the 
cemer of all communication and tr'ln~port nctwork~ (Markakis 1974: 162). 
Other region~ have to hc rt:;lchcd through Addi~ Ababa and in some 
('ase~, tho~e who drop in hetween de~tinatitlll~ decitb.l to make Addi:. 
Ababa their humc:.. 

In ildditioJl , Ihe city Il:I~ 111onopolizeu, for long, M.::cond anu thiru level 
educational facilities and other social ~erv i ces like health. In general. it 
enjoyed a near monopoly of all urban f;,tcilities and amenities. "In 
1975/76 Addis Ah;'lb;'l, along with Asmara accollnted for 75 percent of 
the communication ~ervjcc~. 54 percelll of the power capacity, and 38 per 
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cent of all weather roads. Similar situations ex isted in 1987" (Mulatu 
Wubneh and Yohanes abate 1988:140). The figures in Table 5 clearly 
illust rate the advan tages Add is Ababa had over the rest of the country 
as far as services are concerned. 

From the figures in Table 5, if we take a few years, as illustration , and 
analyze the situation, we observe that Addis ababa has been more 
privileged, compared 10 the rest of the country in re lation 10 the 
availabil ity of educational facilities. In 1973/ 74 Addis Ababa had 8.3 
percent of all primary schools, 22 percent of all junior secondary schools 
and 32.5 pe rcent of all secondary schools. Yet , Addis Ababa had about 
3.4 pe rcent of the IOtal population of the country around that pe riod of 
time. In 1980/8 1 the city of Addis Ababa still had 7.2 pe rcent of the 
primary schools, 24.2 pe rcent of the junior secondary schools and 17.9 
pe rcent of the secondary schools for a population of only 3.6 pe rcent of 
the total population. T he situation did not very much change in 191)7/88. 
Still 3.3 pe rce nt of all primary schools, 23.5 pe rcent of all ju nior 
secondary schools and 18.9 pe rcent of all senior secondary schoob in the 
country were located in Addis Ababa which accommodated only 3.5 
pe rcent of the IOtal population. Defi nite ly such a priv ileged position in 
a count ry whe re people a rc thirsty for education has been a strong 
magne t fo r attracting, part icularly young people into the ci ty. 

The same could be said as far as health services are concerned. Tahle 
6 indicates the various hea lth facil ities that have hee n s~ rv i ng the 
residents of Addis Ababa and how they co mpare. ill te rms of 
percentages, with the ovt:: r all h e ~dth faciliti es in tilt:: COUllI ry . For 
instance, in 1975/76 Addis Ababa had 1.6 pe rce nt of all cli nics . 15.1 
percent of all hospitals, 29 pe rce nt of all hospita l beds. 5 1.1 pe rcent of 
all the doctors ill the country, 45 pe rcent of ;: 1] n ur~c:-. . ;lnd 26.2 perce nt 
of all othe r health pe rsonne l. Ten years Ial e r, that is in 1983 / 8-1. the 
situat ion did not change ve ry much. The shares of o ther parts of the 
country made little improvement while Addis Ababa cont inued to have 
6.8 pe rcent of all clinics, 5 pe rcent of all health cente rs, 16.5 pe rce nt of 
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all hospitals, 28.8 percent of a ll hospita l beds, 45.3 pe rcent of the doctors, ~ 
33.8 percent of a ll nu rses and 20.6 percent of all other health personnel. 

It should nol be surpri sing if Addi~Ababa, with all these advantages 
over the rest of the country shou ld act like a magnet for people of all 
walks of life and from all corners of the country. However, the 
unfulfill ed dreams of in-migran ts had resulted in variolls undesirab le 
consequences leadi ng 10 various serious social consequences that have 
proved difficult to resolve. 

SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF ACCELERATED URBANIZATION 

Addis Ababa is a city that has grown natu rally with very little attempts 
at site planning. It is a city where high rising structures or modern villas 
are seen side by side with dilapidated and run down hOllses whose days 
of existence are numbered. A recent statement in a UNICEF report 
seems to su mmarize aptly the state of the city. 

With a population of 1.5 million. Addis 
Ababa j!-, already one of the largest cities in 
Africa, and at its current growth rate the 
population is due to double within ten years. 
T hough shanty towns have not mllshroom~d 
around 11/(/11), parts of il ore lIl/plal/l/ed alJd 
overo'Olwled, with poor housing al/d little 
:}(Il1itrJ//OI/ " clllpiJwis added (UN ICEF 
1984: 12) 

T he Housing I'roblcm 

Some wriler~ have attrihuteu the lack of proper planning due to "the 
l:J.ck uf well establi shed tradition of substantial and enduring urban 
se ttlements in Ethiopia" prior to the late 1880s and the fact that Addis 
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Ababa grew in a very short span of time (Amos 1960: 10S-I()6). It is to 
be reca ll ed that kings a nd emperors that reigned over the count ry had 
been shi ft ing the ir capitu ls from place to place unti l E mpe ro r Me ne lik 
decided to settle in Add is Ababa. As a result of this prac tice perma ne nt 
dwellings did nO I become a trad ition until much latte r in the life of the 
nation except may be in certain parts of the COllntry whe re they built 
relatively more durable a nd sturdy houses. This tradit ion of building less 
uurabJc housing which has persisted 10 this day has been aggravated by 
the !lhcer poverty of urban dwcllers. It is estimated that 90 pe rcen t of the 
houscholds in UrlXIIl areas earn below 300 Birr pe r mo nt h and out of 
these 60 pe rcen t earn be low 100 Bi rr per month. The refore, the low 
income of huuseholds and the eve r-increasing cost o f constructio n have 
been the major bottleneck to Ihe cxpansion and improvement of hOll sing 
ill urhan areas (Hailem ikael Li ku 1983:29). 

The prohlem of hou~ing in Auui!l Ahaba ha .... heen hoth qualitative and 
qu:tnt it ative . Qualitatively hULJ:-,e~ in Add is Abaha arc genera lly classified 
in to th re l! cmegurie:-, (I) hou ~t.:~ huilt with .... IOIlC. hrick:-, or blod:ets wi th 
roof~ cow red witl1 :.. heet-metab:(2) house .... built with chica (wattl e:.. 
daubed with mud plaster) and covered either with shee t-me tal s or 
thatch;(3) the third category consists of improvised shelt ers made mostly 
of waste materials such as pieces of wood, metal-sheets, plastic shee ts, 
card boards, e tc. 

A sam ple survey carried out in 1960 in Addis Ababa ide ntifi ed that 
only the first group of houses could be considered of permanent duration . 
However, 86 percent of the hOllses in Addis Ababa were of the second 
category. These were hOll ses built of non-dll rable mate rials with no 
proper foundation and noor. These houses in most cases did not have 
proper ce ilings either (Amos 1960: 105). 

The 1967 Addis Ababa HOllsing and Population Ce nsus confi rmed the 
class ification of houses indicaled above. However, according 10 thi s 
census, if business establi shme nt were excluded 48.9 percent of the 
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houses in Addis Ababa were considered as permanent, 49.9 percent as 
se r:ni-pe rmanen t and 1.2 percent as improvised. On the other hand, a 
sample survey of households carried out in 1972/73 in Kirkos area of the 
city es timated the distribut ion of the three categories of houses as 63.7 
pe rcent,35 percent and 1.3 pe rcent respectively (Freij et a i, undated: 23). 

The report of the 1976 Addis Ababa Manpower and Housing Sample 
Survey revealed a lot of information on the hOllsing condi tions. Of the 
total of 228,287 housing units, 80.1 percent were residential houses, 13.5 
percent served both as residences and business un it s, 5.4 percent we re 
business es tablishments while the remaini ng one percent served other 
purposes (Central Statistica l Office 1977:44). Out of the tolal number of 
houses 62.3 percent were rented houses, 29.1 percent were owner 
occupied, 8.5 percent were rent free ' houses and the status of the 
remaining 0.1 pe rcent were nOI Slated (Central Statistica l Office 1977:45). 
As far as the quality of housi ng were concerned, the report imJica led thai 
92.8 percent were built of wood and mud, 2.9 percent of bricks, 1.2 
percent of stones and the remaining 3 percent were built of different 
materials (CSA 1977:47). 

Another indicator of the conditions of housing in Addi s Ababa is the 
material with which the floor is made. In this connection one could 
conclude that the majority of the houses in Addis Ababa in 1976 were 
indeed of very poor qua lity. The majority of the houses (64.7%) had 
earthen floors while 27.4 percent we re made of wooden floors. Some 3.6 
percent had cement floors whereas 1.8 percent were made of tiles. The 
remaining 2.4 percent were made of different floor materials (CSO 
1977:49). 

A much more di sturbing information regarding the hous ing condition 
in Addis Ababa was revealed by the 1978 housing census conducted by 

'Re nt free houses arc mostly houses occupied by persons whos\,; houses were nationalized 
in other parts of the country and we re allowed to occupy rent fr ee the houses they had 
rented in <lddi ~ Ababa prior to the Re\'olution of 1974. 
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the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development. According to thi s 
report 87 percent of the houses ill the city were made up of less durable 
mate rial s such as wood da ubed with mud. Houses wi th stone a nd cement 
wa lls accounted for only 4.2 pe rcent while houses built of bricks and 
blockets were 1.9 pe rcent and 0.8 percent respectively (Solomon 
MlIllIgeta 1985:46). 

The same report also indica ted that 45.5 percent of the housing unit s 
were built without any foundation, 53.4 percent of the houses were with · 
out ceilings and 53 percent of the houses were of dirt floors. Another 
alarming condit ion was that , except fo r 27 percent of all the houses, the 
res t we re run down and badly in need of repairs. 

The qua lity of housi ng did not very much improve in the 1980s as 
re vealed by the 1984 population and Housing Census of Ethiopia. Out 
of 259,555 housi ng units in Addis Ababa the majority of 82.8 percent 
were made of wood and lllUU, 6.2 percent we re huuses built with stone 
and cement, 3.3 pe rcent were cunstrucleu from bricks and cement, 2.0 
percent were made of stone and nuuJ , 1.7 percent were bui ll of blockets 
and cemen t and 3.7 percen t were const ructed from various other 
materials. The materials oul of which the remaining 1.3 percent of the 
houses were built were not specified (Central Sta tistical Authority 1987: 
297). Ve ry little improvement was reported regarding the qua li ty of the 
mate rials with which the floors of the housi ng units were built of. 

Shortage of housing is another se rious conseque nce of the acce lerated 
rate of urbaniza tion. No se rious action was taken to meet the needs of 
the influx of people that poured into the city. The situation was simply 
left to the s low, unplanned growth of qua litative ly and quantitatively 
inauequate hOllsi ng un its to accommodate new come rs into the city. 

The highl y overcrowded nature of living conditions in the city we re 
reported as c<lrly as the 1960s. The Social Survey of Addis Ababa of 
1960 ind ica ted that the then existing houses, in many parts of the city • 

• 
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'were overcrowded as the figu res in Table 7 indicate. As could be "I 

observed from the figures in the Table, 56.6 percent of the sample 
population were living in condit ions where 2 to 5 people had to double 
up per room. Another sample survey carried Ollt in 1972-73, a lmost 13 
years la te r, indicated the same problem of over-crowded ness as shown in 
Table 8. 

Out of a sample of 563 (Kirkos Area) 33.4 percenl of the people were 
occupying a one-room housing unit with an average of almost 4 people 
living in a single room. Those occupying 2 rooms were 43.5 percent of 
the sample. This means that 76.9 percent of the people were occupying 
a one-or two-room housing units. Therefore, the problem of over­
crowdedness had been an acute problem in Addis Ababa for qui te some 
time. An estimate made in 1967 by De Leudw Catler Inc. indicated that 
an annual cons truction of 11 035 housing units were requ ired during the 
1967-1987 period. The report also poinled olltthat 56.6 percent of these 
houses were needed to meet Ihe housing requirements as a result of 
population increases (Solomon Mulugeta 1985:48). This pretiiclion was 
made on the assumption that Addis Ababa would have ,I popukltion of 
one million. The forecast was off mark as the population of Addis 
Ababa passed the one million Illark a long time earlier than 1987). 

The Shortage of housing and Ihe nature of over-crowdc(lness has been 
persistent as could be noted from the figures in Table 9. It is quite 
evident that people live in a very much ove rcrowded conditions when 2.5 
or more people had to live in a single room. This was what tbe findings 
of the 1984 Census Report on Addis Ababa revealed. This is how a very 
recent study describes the housing situation in Addis Ababa.' 

'There is an enormous need for better 
housing in the inner city area. Much of what 
passes for hOllsing barely provides shelter for 
the inhabitants .... there is an urgent need for 
attention to be focused on ways 10 improve 
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this basic aspect of the dep lorable physical 
standard of living of the inner city poor 
(Hicks 1992:9). 

Another serious problem connected with housing is the chronic lack of 
basic facilities like kitchens (or separate cooki ng area). The 1960 Addis 
Ababa Sample Survey reported the following facts. The cooking facilities 
of households were of four categories (Amos 1960:111). 

a) 

b) 
c) 
d) 

Separate household kitchens, 
(outside the main house) 
Separate shared kitchens 
Kitchens as part of the main house 
Food cooked out of doors 

43% 
16% 
33% 

5% 

A socio-economic sample survey carried out in 1983, in on~ of the 
kebeles in the Teklehaimanot area, one of the most congested areas of 
Addis Ababa, revealed that out of 1038 households 36.7 percent did their 
cooking within the living area of their houses while 41.2 percent shared 
common kitchens outside the living area. OnJy 21.7 percent reported 
having a kitchen of their own outside the main houses (Andargatchew 
and Seyoum 1983:345). 

The 1984 census data for Addis Ababa showed that 73 percent of the 
housing units had traditional types of kitchens. Out of these 37.8 percent 
were private while 34.8 percent were shared traditiona l kitchens.· About 
19.3 percent of the houses did not have kitchens. Only 6 percent of the 
houses reported having a modern type of kitchen" (CSA 1987:297). 

'A traditional kitchen is a room used for cooking usually using firewood. charcoal, dung 
cakes, sawdust, etc. The cooking is done on the floor and there is no piped water in the 
kitchen. 

"A modern kitchen is a room where cooking is carried oul through the use of gas, 
electricity, etc. with a modern stove. There is usually piped water and a sink. 
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S:lnitalion 

The sanitation condition of the city leaves much to be desired. 
Avai lable data ind icated that the very poor waste disposal mechanism in 
the ci ty had not changed much over the years. 

In the early 1960s, this was what the conditions looked like according 
to the responses of household heads. The responses of the household 
heads using different types of disposal methods and whether they 
cons idered these methods satisfactory or not could be classified as follows 
(Amos 1960: 115). 

Wilter closet:. 
Pil 
Olher 
None 

17.0 percent considered uns;j!isfaelory by 
57.0 percent hy,)Vc r 
6.7 percent 
5.5 percen! 

l(l 
l(l 

1f2 
~ 

The Ki rkos area sample ~urvey conducted in 1\)72/73 corroboratcd thc 
earlier findings. Out of <t scunplc of 577 houschold hCuds only 4.9 pen;crH 
were using nush lOilets while [1.3 percent used private pit latrines. The 
majority of 73.3 percent had shared pit latrines located in the compound 
and 9.6 percent were using public pit latrines. A small minority of 0.9 
percent reported using open fi elds (Freij et al [972:35). 

The sample survey in Tek lehaimanot area conducted in 1983, indicated 
an even worse condition than found in Kirkos area. According 10 reports 
of kebele officials only 15 percent of the houses had what could be 
referred 10 a~ IJtrines. Out of 1133 re~pondents only 53.4 percent of the 
households claimed to have some sort of shared pit latrines while 39 
percent admitted Ll sing the open field. In a congested area like 
Teklehairnanot, it would be a taxing effort 10 find what could be referred 
to as "an open field " (Andargatchew and Seyoum 1983: 34). The overall 
toilet condi tion in {he city in relation to the quality of housing units is 
clearly shown in Tablc 10. 

• 
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The figures in Table II reveal that the sanitation condition in Addis 
Ababa had nOI irnprovcu by 1976. About 13.2 percent of the houses used 
priv:lle dry pil latrines. Out of these only 1.6 percen t h'l(.1 water within 
the houses. The res t ei ther had wa ter within or olltside the compollnd. 
A few of the hOllseholds depended on municipal water points or had to 
make other arrangements for buying water on a daily basis. 

The majority of the hOllses (56.6% ) had common dry pit latrines and 
most of these hOllses (39.8% ) had (0 depcJl(] on water found within or 
olJ!si(lc the compou nd while 12.8 percent had 10 buy their water supply 
from municipal wa le r points. On the olher hand, only 3.4 perce ll( of the 
hOll ses in Addis Ababa by 1976 had private flu sh toilet s and of these only 
2.0 pe rcent e njoyed water su pplies with in the houses. The remaining 1.4 
percent had wate r taps withi n the compound . 

Only 1.3 percent of the hou se:-- had common nush toilets and out of 
thc'Ie only 0.3 pe rcent had water inside the hOllses while the rest 
depended on o tller arrangcment~. What is appalling i~ the fac t that 24.6 
percent of the home~ did not have any ~ort of toile t facili tie:-. at all ;JIlt! 

rc~idenh in thc~c hOll:-c~ had to .... i' in the open. A .... ulbt;lIltial nu mber 
(SA~i ) did not have an) ..,ort (If JcpcnJabk water :-tlurce. 

In general. the :-"lIli tatio l1 cond it ion. a~ revea led by the figures in T able 
II. leave a lot to be dc:-ired. The problem is not only inadequacy of the 
toilet facili tic!. but al so the facl that some of the dry pit latrines were 
never pumped out when they become fill ed up. Since the m<ljority of the 
latrines are communally used nohody takes the responsibility to have 
them pumped out. The shortage of vacuum sewer tracks adds 10 the 
problem. A:-- a re sult, it is not uncommon to see pit latrines oozing o ut 
"a foul black nuid" (Addis Ababa Water and Sewerage Authority 
1982:16·43). At times pit latrines cave in and are left untended and 
e ndanger the lives of people in the neighborhoods. 

17 



AndurgUlcllcw: TIle Social Consequcllces of UrbUllizofiol1 

A seriOlJ:" problem close ly related 10 human was te disposal is the 
collection and d isposal of garbage. Refuse, if not p roperly co llected and 
disposed , it could be the cause for serious health hazards. It is quite 
COllllllon 10 ~ee refuse :-.ca llered all over the place in most parts of the 
city. As early as 1960 it W,IS reported that only 20 pe rcent of households 
depended on the municipal collection sys tem. The remaining 80 percent 
used olher methods oul of which on ly 2.8 percen t reported burning 
domestic refuse. The remaining majority simply dumped them in open 
fields, pits and river beds (Amos, 1960: 116). 

T he consequences of such negligence are show n in Table 12 which 
shows the major diseases tha t were obse rved arou nd Addis Ababa. 
These dise,lses are definitely due 10 the negligence in the use of water 
and the d i:..posal of human excreta and house hold g'Jrbage. out of the 
total diagno:-.is in 1977/7X about 23.03 percelll were diseases related to 
lack of proper :..anitation. Thi :-. being the c'l:-.e. it i:.. not su rpri sing for 
UN ICEF 10 repurt that " ... Nea rly olO percent uf all the death:.. in the city 
are attributable 10 para~itjc or gastruinte:-.tinal diseases. :.tnd young 
children, as alway!'!, arc the 11'II"<le:"1 hit" (UN ICEF 19Xol: 12). 

The Problcm of DCl'iance 

The otht:( seriou ~ ~ocial consequence of unregulated urbanization b 
the problem of (Jeviallcc. A':> poimed out earlier. one of the m;.tjor 
consequences of rural-urban migra tion is ;he problem of unemployment 
which serioll sly affecb the city of Addi:-. Ababa. As a survival 
mechanism, many of the unemployed resort to various acts such as 
vagrancy ;.tnd beggary. crime. delinquency. prostitution. etc. The last 
three will be brieOy di scussed to illustr<.tte the se riousness of deviance in 
the city of Addis Ababa. 

Crime and juvenile de linquency have gener;.tlly been on the increase 
(Andarga tchew T esfaye 1986:71). pa rt icula rly in the city of Addis Abab<.t 
due , p<.trtly, to the pre':>ence of a large proportion of migrant population 

18 

, 



Et"iopiall JOllflwf of Del'e/oplllclIf R/J~'can;", Vol. 14, No. I, A,Jril 1992 

and young school drop outs that could not be absorbed inlO the labo ur 
marke t. For insta nce, in 1986/ 87 ou t of the to ta l crimes reported to the 
police for the whole country some 8. 1 percent of the offenders were 
unemployed, bu t the fo llowing yea r the number of offenders without 
occupation went up 10 25.1 percent (unpublished Annual Poli ce Report 
1987/88:26). 

T he figures in Table 13 indica te the ann ual crimes reponed 10 the 
pol ice* and prosecllted in the various hierarchies of COll rtS. Though the 
total crime re po n ed to the police, as shown in the Table have been 
nuctuating between 48, 719 in 1980/81 and 53,950 in 1984/85, the sha re 
of crimes for Addis Ababa has been constant ly increasi ng. f rom the 
figures in the tab le we observe tha t the city of Addis Ababa, which 
cOlJta ins about 3.5 percent of the total populat ion of the cou ntry 
accounts, on the average, for 15.7 percent of the tola l crime in the 
cou ntry. 

The 1110S1 common crimes commi tted in Add is Ababa a rc theft, assault, 
homicide, breach of trust (embazzelment,), robbery and burglary. 
Embazzelement which was alrnOSt llon-exislent ill the pre- 1974 pe riod is 
one of the fastest growing crimes in the country including the city of 
Addis Abab;l. Afte r 1974 when ru ral land, extra houses and urban land, 
big businesses li ke banks, insurance companies, factories, ente rprises and 
big mechanized farms we re national izeu,a large array of public 
organizations were created to manage these nat ionalized and slate owned 
org'lIlizalions. As a result, tbere was a lot of mobility in employment. 
People that jumped on [he bandwagon of (he revolu tion systematically 
looted thc~e newly created organiza tions and entcrprises. Again Addis 
Ababa had its greatest share because of the concentration of the 

• Though incomplctc, one has to rely on crim es reported 10 the police. A large port ion 
of minor crimes handled by Peasants' Associations and Urban Dwelle rs' Associations arc 
nOI included in the Annual Police Reporls. In Addis Ababa there are 284 Urban 
~)\\'ellers' Associat ions. 
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national ized businesses and enterpr ises in the city. The government was ' 
forced to introduce control mechanisms in each of the many 
organiza tions but with very liltle success (Andargatchew Tesfaye 1986:71-
72). 

Similarly the problem of juvenile del inquency which was mosl ly related 
to beggary and vagrancy, gradually assumed to be a se riolls problem 
particularly since Ihe mid-J960s. Juveni le delinquency is mostly an urban 
problem unlike adult crim inal ity which preva il s throughout the count ry. 
The increasing rate of Ihe problem of juvenile delinquency is shown by 
the figures in Table 14 wh ich compare the nalional situcu ion with that of 
Addis Ababa. From the fi gures, aga in it is clear Ihal Addis Ababa has 
a major share of the problem of juvenile delinquency. 

If we take 1986/ 1987 as a Iypical year, we observe that Olll of 36,789 
young criminals reported to the police, 6621 or 18 percent were from 
Addis Ababa. OUI of a IOtal of 662 1 report ed for Addis Ababa, 5576 or 
84.2 percent were males and 1945 or 15.8 percent were females. Out of 
thi s lotal , aboul 7 perce III were 9- [5 yea rs old and 27.1 percent were in 
Ihe age group of 16-18 years.· In general cri minali ty in Eth iopia is 
becomi ng the preoccupa tion of the younger generation i. e. those helow 
Ihe age of 30 years. On the whole both male and female delinquents 
were involved mainly wilh theft and assault. The older age group, in 
addition 10 theft and assault were increasingly invo lved in black market 
aClivities, hom icide, breach of trust and rObbery. The fact that a large 
proportion of females were involved in assault cases is some how 
surpr ising since femates are ge nerall y considered 10 be Ic~~ aggressive. 

Under Ethiopian law the bU er ar~. cl)llsiuen:d a). adult!> c.\ccpt 110 capil.,1 punishm ent 
is applicable to them. 
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From the figu res in the Table a number of deductions could be mudc 
regarding the problem of delinquency in Addis Ababa. The rate of 
juveni le delinquency is dcCiniteiy on the increase, particularly compared 
10 earlier years. Wlwt is more concern ing is not the quantitative increase 
alone. The type of offenses delinquents committed, especially those in 
the upper age group, have become more serious over the yeurs. 

In most cases, some of those in the lower age group of 9 10 15 years 
are children in need of cure and protection due to family break-down or 
due 10 poveny. Sllbstunti~t1 numbers arc migrants from the surrounding 
rural or semi-urban areas due to various reasons. A Survey of Strect 
Chi ldren carriedout in se lected areus of Addis Ababa, in 1988, revealed 
that 35.6 percent of the boys and 28.4% of the girls were migrants 
(Minist ry of Labour and Social Affairs & Redda Barnen, 1988:47). On 
the other hand, those in the upper age groups afe mostl y school 
dropouts. Annually more than 200,000 students sit for the Ethiopian 
School Leaving Ccnificate Examination. But out of these, only a small 
number of students, not even about 10,000, are admitted into colleges 
and universi ties. The great majority have no choice but roam the streets 
of cities and gradually drift into a life of delinquency and crime for the 
males and mostly prost i tu tion for the females. 

The attempt at correction is even more pathetic. There is only one 
Training Centre' and Remand Horne fo r del inquent boys in Addis Ababa, 
that is for those in the age group of 910 15 years. The older age group 
are sent to prisons. Officially they were supposed to be kept in separate 
wings. But this is more of an exception rather than the real practice. 

The problem of prostitution is equally of concern in Addis Ababa as 
it is for the whole country. Prostitut ion is mainly a problem that grew 
along with urbanization and the commercial izmion of locally brewed 
alcoholic drinks. The problem was accelerated by the Italian occupation 
of the country between 1936 and 1942 as the following observation of a 
Hungarian Physician, then living in Addis Ababa clearly indicates. 
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I oft en witnessed the del>osition of women to ~uch 
houses with revolting violence, one girlbcing attacked 
by three or four armed soldie rs of civilization! A 
whole street ner.r Ihe former Town Hall, which they 
renamed Ihe Palazza di Rom .. , was converted into a 
pleasure garden for hali 'lll soldiers. These Ethiopian 
girls were kept close prisoners for the sensual delight 
of the enemy (Richard Pankhurst 1974:1 7). 

As the problem was left uncon troll ed, it gradually expanded, 
particularly due to rural-urban migration of women. Due to Ihe unstable 
marri age syste m, particularly because of the early marriage practice, a 
large number of women that run away from their husbands joined 
pros titution in various cities because of lack of any other alternative ways 
of survival. Various small s tudies conducted on the pro blem of 
prostitution have shown that in the early days, particularly in the 1940s 
and 19505 most prostitutes were migrants from rural areas. BlIt gradua lly 
many young school dropouts started joining houses of prostitution 
because of the problem of unemployment (Andargatchew Tesfaye 1988: 
282-295 ). Table 15 shows the marital status of prostitutes in Addis 
Ababa as found out from three different stu ll ies a1 different periods of 
time. According to a study car ried out in 1962 a grea t majority of 95 
percent of the prostitutes were divorced women and those who joined 
prostitution without passing th rough marriage were neglig ible. 

On the olher hand , Miherretu's study of 1984 indicated that 36.3 
percent were divorced and ' 2 1.7 percent we re separated at the time of 
joining prost itut ion. But a substantial number of 40.1 percent joined 
prostitution withou t ever experiencing official marriage. These we re 
mostly young girls that dropped out of school for various reasons and 
gradually drifted into prostitution because they could not fin d any other 
job. Lishan's study carried out in 1985 shows that 25 percent joined 
pros titut ion while still married. Most probably these were women tha t 
had run away from their husbands without officially an null ing the ir 
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marriages. Out of the remaining prostitutes that Lishan studied 33.4 
percent and 8.3 percent were divorced and separated respective ly. But 
22.2 percent were single at the time they joined prostitution as a way of 
making a living. There is a high probability for these being school drop 
outs. 

From these short studies it is clear tha t in the early days prostitutes 
were mainly those women who did not have successful marriages and 
were divorced or separated . But of late more and more young girls 
resort to prost itution because of the problem of unemployment, 

The figures in Table 16 reveal an important cultu ral factor that 
contributes to the problem' of pros titution. In Ethiopia, particularly in 
certain regions, early mar riage is quite a common practice even though 
existing laws prohibit the practice. Various studies have revealed thaI 
early marriage in some cases end up in divorce because their first sex 
experience with persons they have neve r met before, because of arranged 
marriages, is likely to be 1110re of a torture at a tender age of eight or 
nine years of age. Such women run away from tht;ir husbands and cities 
are the best hideouts. This is what the studies by Myers. Meheretu and 
Lishan show, as given in Table 16. In each of these sludies 15.7 percent, 
33.9 percent and 13.8 percent respect ively were married .11 the age of 
below 10 years. On the other hand, the three studies revt;alcJ that 54.3 
percent, 29. 1 percent and 39.6 percent, respectively we re married when 
they were between the ages of 10 and 14 years. In general, the 
prostitutes Ihat were covered in the three studies were mar ried at the age 
of well below 20 years. Unsuccessful marriages coupled with lack of 
marketable skills and the problem of unemployment seem to be some of 
the major causes leading women 10 prostitution. 

Due to lack of intensive and extensive studies of the prob lem of 
prostitution, it is difficult to estimate the size of prostitution in the 
country. A study conducted in 1981 in 22 cities of Ethiopia revealed the 
existence of 37,115 prostitutes in those cit ies. Out of the total 15,900 

23 



Al/darga/cllCw: 17le Social COIISCqUCIICCS of Urballiza/ioll 

were found in Addis Ababa. Form the figures in this study one could 
calculate that prostitutes make up, on the average, 3.1 percent of the 
total femal e population of the 22 cities. Using thi s calculation one can 
a rrive at an estimated size of prostitutes in all urban areas in the country 
and this figures out to be about 78,731 prostitutes. But definitely this is 
a very conservative figure (Andargatchew Tesfaye 1988:299-301) . 

CONCLUS ION 

In the foregoing pages, attempts have been made to review the 
consequences of accelerated urbanization. It is clear that Addis Ababa 
has been caught unpreparcd 1O accommoda te a population which is now 
believed to be over 3 million. As a result, people are forced to live in 
conditions that are hardly fit for human beings. The majo rity of the 
people live in ve ry poor and ex tremely overcrowded dwelling un its which 
lack minimulll sanitary requirements. The city authorities, due to 
limitation of resources and lack of prope r policy to mee t the problem, 
have failed to provide va riolls se rvices such as hOll sing, watcr supply, 
elect ri c ligh t and power, waste materia l disposal mecha nisms, e tc. Th is 
is how an officia l of the Ministry of Urban Development and Housing 

assessed the situation: 

Thc m"jority of the urban population livc in a high ly 
congcslCd minimally serviced and insanitary 
environment. The provision of urba n services such ;15 
roads, walCr su pply, W;IStc disl>osai sy~tem , electricity, 
heatth fa cil it ies, etc., has prm·ed to be an enormouS 
1,lsk for the Gm'crnmcnt givcn ils limited n.;~ources. 

(1·l;lilcmikacl Lik u, Jl)83:29). 

The inOux of people that came to Add is Ababa o\'~r the years could 
ha rdly fi nd what they came fo r and yet more are comi ng. Even then they 
stayed o n rat her than return ing [0 the ir villages where nothing else 
awa ited them but misery. They stayed on and tr ied to adjust themselves 
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to various comping mechanisms such as beggary, delinquency, crime, 
prostitution, e tc., which society deplores and labels as deviant but f,til s to 

provide alterna tives. 

The efforts being made by various government agencies, international 
organizations, housing cooperatives, non-governmental we lfare agencies, 
correctional authorities, etc. cou ld hardly scra tch the surfaces of the 
pro blems. In some cases the efforts being made are at cross purposes 
with the reality and hardly relate 10 the specific problems these 
marginalized group of people urgent ly want 10 be dealt with. 
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Appendix: Tables 

Table I 
The Growth of the POpul:llionof Addis Abaml 

Year Popul!llion Average Annual Growth 
Rule ('I» 

191011 65.000 . 
1.9J5a 100,000 2.1 

1952. 317,000 12.1 

1961 c 443,720 ' .0 
1967d 644,190 6.5 

197", 795,900 5.' 

1.975d 1,I20.soo 6.' 

,,80< l ,zn,151l Z3 

1984' 1,412,575 2.1 

1990d 1,192,599 3.' 

Source: B. J. Comhaire in Marina Onaway (cd.) 1976 Urbani1.at ion in Ethiopia: 
Addis Ababa. 

b. Solomon Mulugeta, Meeting the HOl15ing Shortage in Addis Ababa, 
Unpublished M.A. Thesis, A.A. Univ. 1985. 

c. Municipality of Addis Ababa, 1961, Firs! Census Rcporl. 

d. Statistical Bulletin No. I, 1967 statistical Abstract, 1976 
Population and Housing Census Preliminary Report , 1984. 

29 



AII(lurgOlcltcw: 7711! S(JCiul COIIS<:II"CIICCS of UrlJum~UIWIl 

T;,lJ lr;, 2 

Rrgist~rt'd Job-Sr;,ekcni lJy Agr;, 

A •• G • • • , , .... 
~ ~" 

, ~ • ~ • 
,m ". " '''-''' U J7) 17 '" a.GI u 

, - '" - ~ JUU 'U 

, " .. '" ...... , ~ ~" ~ 

,m", " 7.' " ., ",.. "' - ~ 

, ,,~ '" ,- ... .. ~ w 

, n . ...: ~ ~ .• •• " ,J.I7 ., 
' .... ,., " ,~ u .~. ,u ,~, •• , ." u , ... " '" . ~, " ,7 

, I.'" .. ' .... 11 
., n~ ~ 

" ,~ ,,~ ".11' "' '-''' ," '·",Il ,. ,.. ,., ""?> , .. 1.011 U 

, 
"'" ~ .~ loU ,,~ ,y 

, .. '/11 " .- ". U.", u.· ,- .. 
• 11.1_ ". •• w II.' •. m .. 
,. ",.., "' JoI,I" .·U .., ". 

, ..... , ... " ,,~ '" ".111 ".' ' ''' " , .~ '" ,,~ ., ,~ u 

, "-"' '" ~. ll. ..... '" , ... ,.1 " u.' " .... '..,11 ". .- , .. 
, ,~. '" ~ 

,., U ' .. 
, ,,~ ".' II .. .. .. , W , ,u 

" "m ., "'.'I.! ,U ,~ '" , II ,IU 11.. '.M '" ,,. .. 
''''', .. , .. ~ ,,-, ".'" ~ .... : .. 

30 

,-
~ , • 
'.m .. ,,~ ,. n .I" 

u" u ,,~ .. lJJ.'" 
"m u ~ '" -, 
". u U" ti U,l" 

.~ .., ,~ .. .~ .- U '.M .., .~ 

Un ". U'J U ... ' 
"" .. ,~, •• .~ 

~ '" u n .. ,,-
, ...... " ," .. ... , 
til .. • ,,~ 

u n ... "' .. J'..,J 

~ u .~ .. 
" 

II ..... 

.. " .. "'" 
," U JJ.'" 
~ •• .. ~ ,- " ~ .. .. "'" 
" 

.., IJ.'" 
,. '.' ".171 
m ,. ••• 
,. '.' II .... ,. ,., .~ 



ElItiopiwI JOflIJUU of ~IopmOlt ReJ'4!urch, VtJI.14, No.1, April 1992 

• ~. ,., .. u •• • •• .~ u '" .. 
- i" , ,,~ '" u. 'u ' ,~ " » .., 

, IUJI ~. :If.m .. , .~ .. , ., o. 

,~'" " ~ 'u " ... , "' ).1)' '" ill .. 
, 11.11. ~ '.'" ". ,~ " » .. 
, 

~~ "' ,,~ •• .w '" no '.' ,- • .. ' ". ,- ~ ~ '" .,u " ...... II 

, ~. '" '.!I"" '" - " -, " u_ U 

, ,- u. ~» u. ,~ .. '" U~ U " .1106 " 
Source: Adnpled fr om Minislry of u bour & Social Affairs, Employmenl E)[ch;lnge 

Service, Deo;:cmbcr, 1988 (Unpublished) Table 3. 

T:.l.Jle 3 
Employment S tatus in Addis Al.Jal.Ja , 1976 

•• ,- ,-
r....., __ •• 

~ • ~ • ~ • 
T .... _ ...... 

T .... r.-,.loJ'" 

T .... _ ... 

Source: 

- ~ ~ ", ~ ,. 
." ,,,- = .". •• 

~ .. 
,..,7J " U,IZ ' u ~ " 

Adaplo;:d from Central Sialislics Orfia:, Addis Ababa Manpower and 
Housing Sample Survey, Dec. 1976. 

J I 

",. 
.~ 

~ 

~w 

".'" 
.~ 

U". 

. 'ill 
mill 



AndIJf80lcllew: 71re Social COIlscqllcllces of UrVUll iZ1J1i0/1 

Table 4 
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Tabl .. 5 
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Table 8 
Number or Rooms Per lIouschold lind Number or 

lIuu.'i4!huld Mcmben Pcr room 
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Analytical Report on Results for Addis Ababa, Addis Ababa, January 1987, p. 
321, Table 5.20. 
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Source: Centr,!! St;lIistic.\1 Office, Stat istical Bulletin No.1 5, 1976. 

Table 11 
lI ousing UnilS by ToiM t-" ,cililies and Wall'r Supply 19K7 . 
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esa, Slatistical Bulletin No, 15, 1977, p, SO. 
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Table 12 
Reported cases of . c",ta, Water - iII nd Food - Associated 

DiStasI'. in Addis Ababa 1m - 19S0 , - ,m". ,m". ~'" - • - • .-M_ 
mm - - , .. NIl,'" 

, ... _ .. ..,- ~ u, "'" ~ -, 
1-1_",,- ~ om m o. m 

~--" 
. " " ~ m oM " 

.. ----- " .. ~ ~ • - , 
,...._ .. - ~ .. - ,,~ ~o" -
'~,,~_iOIo "'" ,,~ ~ a. ~~ 

T_ ............. am ~ ~- .~ 
..., 

Source: Gebre-Emanuel Teka, 1984 Human Wastes Disposal Ethiopia: A Practical 
Approaeh to Environmental Health. Unpublished, Ministry of Helalh, Addis 
Ababa. p.34 

Table 13 
1101'. Rate of Crime in Addis Ababa illS Compared to the Total Crime 

Reported to the Police In the Country for 1980/81 to 1985/86 
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Source: Adapted from Unpublished Annual Police ReporlS fo r the Various Years. 
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Table 14 

The I'mbll'OI or Juvr nile Delinuuency 
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