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' " 1 RonL' n o ", 

I hc drought'prone: re¥lon\ (If \10 0110 and Tlgral ha\c contInued 10 rC:«l\e 
111"~~I'C rehef .ud In recent )U" I he ~\Ibk recurrence of the droughl In thlll 
,ener,,' area ~"!l nol une:\J'lC'CIW_ UnfarlUnalcly. the: pre\t~ntlon of drought In the: 
pre'oCnt \Iitte of the am 1\ lluhlde the conun"nd af national policy: for the drought 
th,,' enBulfcd Afnea ~a\ the: re\ul, of a long·,crm p3ltern of global cl,mat,c 
\;nl<llmn I 

It h, more:o\er, .... ell-kno .... n hy no .... that thc periodic crisc:~ of f(lmlne: art' nOI 
Ihe re'uh \olcl) of drought, 

.. DrOlI!:11I /.1 U lIu/IIml (ilIIIUI; ,,111'1101111'11011 1m 0/1 illg III, ohstllct of m ill/oil 
f11rr all rnemll'tl ",dod 0/ "'''1', I amille: I,f U motlrr of I"mum INlllgs slljJtring 
lrollllht furl. of f()()(J uml. or".n '" groM 111,1: IlIIm/Hor.J. imptrilltt/ b)' SlOnoliOll. 
\ 01 Dill! 1.1 thut 110 Dutomulic' or dirul hilA Mt'Mun (ht-Iwo, b'lt an)' Ilno/y.Jis 

M hieh UHUml'f Ihi.J misst.J a maior pohtkaf point. To Iht rxtml lhat tht'rt i.J a 
10lll,rulllll bt't'lUl'li drol/ght ulld jamml'. II 11 tIItlhatt(1 hy thl! polit .eof allli 
rnmOll/lf arrtm/(l!ml.'l1/s (1/11 HH 11'11 .. rlirsl' call til"rr 1/1/1/1/111:" Ih" /iII/min 

1(Jf/\"tl'/I.'IIUf of drollgllt or QUrfll.,alr fir "f/trll.'·! 

Allentllln .... ould. therefore. nctd to be:: focused on the muhi-fllccted ~oc io­
lX\H10IlHC filctor, .... hich ha\..: k ft Ihe populatIon \ ulnerable and unable to .... il h· 
,t"nd the c::Ifecb of the: nalural cal.IOuIY. II will be:: \ ho\\n bela .... that . III the case: 
IIf Wollo and ' lgnll. thiS Implle!o the need for the articulation of Ii long-te:rm strategy 
Ilf rurill de\c:lopment ba'oC'd on the hl\torical facl.~ and analysis of the multIple mter­
dcpendent faClOn. The prfiellCe of 'ouch a pc:rspc:ctl\C can IIllmenscly faclhtate 
prll);,re)), fhe n~ncc: of It. in add Ilion to Impedmg progres!>. le3\e\ the door open 
for mi\plruxd empha)I" arlsmg eIther from failure to make II ca reful arlal)'~i of the 
f;lCI\ and Clrcum"ln~ or e\en from preconcepllons. 

f hu\. ;to officially comnu\\loned Suney and Project Preparation M is.sion of 
'pC'cl3 ll'it" placed \pc:cial empha"" and urgency on the n~d for the Impleme ntation 
of famIly planning mealiure~ III Wollo and Tigral. though certa mly a~ o nly part of 
;I 'oCne:' of rccommendatlon,_ The Rermrt of Ihe Mi~~ion argued: 

" /I,,"UIII f'OPIIJatioll "'(UUJt. //I 1M arrru (onerrntd, 'Mhrrr 9S~ .. of t"" 
polllllatlOll orr atrirullllrlJIJ. ((III III/urt Dill) M dealt 'M 1111 hI' tarll' IIItro­

(111('110/1 of mnh()(/1 to rrl/UN' 1M hlrlh ralr to a lelel at 'Mhkh poPl/latlon 
Mill nOI mrrra,t, "'101111 thr rrol ro"-,,nt (apocill' 0/ thr lond In hl/nlOn 
""Pl.I, 1 he ffecl il(, pennant'nl 11\ I sure<! n~ed I rt' rlll1l1 ) 1)l a nnin~ 
lo, birlh conlrol ). . At p,r""" /I arpt'arJ ,hal 'M·oml'lI in Ihi' rural urrOJ 
of II 0110 UII,J Titru, can hau' an unl/lfllti'd IIlIm/J('r 0/ r rl'gnanrleJ: bUI ,·en 
1i''M ollht childrell borll JII"lIr. m lhat the fH>pulalioll IlIcrtatrJ hi onh' 
2.S·. ptr ,H'ar.. . II, IIOM'rlrr, Mt' uSJume Ihal be"" hl'olth lac/It,It's Mill 
II/r.itahl)' rl'1l1ll in a grralt'r numN-r 0/ childrrn 00'" $1" .. lIIn(. fhl'n, 'Milh-

Rac::uch AHOC;.lt. lOR •• nd A'MKI'le Proftuor. CoUtie or Soc::I.1 Sc::lcncn \ ddi, " bib, 
l'nh'cf1il) 



0fI1/1Vrf/1) "!ann",, nIf'UJurf'J, IMrf' iJ Ihf' ominOUl 1iJ..f'hhood,~( 
III populo/IOn IMrf'Q! f' rlJin~ 10 3.5·. p'r 0111111111 or morl' . ... 

l/allC J .. /tkd I 

'hI' ra ft' 

II .,11 ~ sho.n In t h l~ pa~r lhat this is a case of misplaced e mpha~h "hleh 
,houk! be ~rrousl) qucstlOocd . Such family plannIng recommendation.) a rc often 
not bt..cd on .e!!-docu mented e\.dentt or adequate analy)is of the socio-eco/lomic 
Cln;um llinoc, In .hleh the) are: 10 be applied .' The general tendency 10 pre,cnbc 
(a m.ly plll nnln, as a baSte cure: for po\erty in de\'eJoping counlries is. indeed. " ell· "oo .. n and ha~ b«n a major topic of discuss ion on national and In ternat ional 
pi tform \ aM.e The murre:nce of the drought in Wollo and T igrai can. therefore, 
lead to • I't'\-I\al of the recommendation of such policy preserip tion~. 

ThIS paper a raucs. firs tly. that the int rod uction of bi rth co ntrol po llc) follo\\­
Inlthe 19n 73 (amlot. \o\oh,eh re:sulted in extensi" e faWliti es \\eighing he:l\ ily on 
chIld ren. could not ha' e found ready acttptance in highly trad it ional rura l Wollo 
and T',RI 5«ondly. the\ pec!re: of " population explosion" resulting from a r i~e 
o( 2.5 per« nI or more: per annum does not in fact fi nd much support in ;" aibble 
oftk,.1 and Independent populallon estimate'i. 

The data \o\ohJCh form the basiS of this paper are of t" O types : ( I) those g,u he red 
• pan or. ru ral soclo-t<:onomjc sun ey made soon afte r the 1972/1 3 fam ine in 
Wollo . nd T 'arai; lind (2) Central Statistica l Office (eSO) and other independent 
popuJahon est lmatn A bnef description of the background of the ~ une} d:l\:r I ~ 
In order 

1M ~uney datil \o\o ere gathe red soon after the 1972/73 fam ine as part of an 
c.\' r:n~l \ e soclG-«C)nomic study of rural Ethiopia . The detailed procedu re" of the 
'Iooy are tkscnbW d~\Iohere: ,' Briefly. ho"e\er. the study "as based on a nmdom 
\ample or approxlmatdy I pe r cent of the number of housr:ho lds in the hwt'dlH 

cmered by the uud). The Individuals inten ie\\ed were the house hold heads. the 
Jrtlt mlJOnty or \Ioh lCh \Ioere: men. 

Due to clrcumlll1~ be)ond the control of the i n \'e s l iga to r ~. dat a " ere succes,. 
full) obtained (or onl) four "' f'mills in Wollo and Tigrai. These li'l'fl'tlas \l ere De~\ ie 
l una and Were: lIu 1/1 Wollo. and Ad .... a and Indn Mahone in T igr:! i. The info rma. 
t,on ObtiUned throuah the i une:ys is laken as illllical irl' ra ther than as co ncl u~ l \e. 
There .,. bo\o\oe\er. ample eHde:nce 10 support of the bulk of the fi nd ings in the demo. 
,nrrhrc" .. ell.s 1/1 the other aspects of the Sun ey. 

The number or hor»ehold heads III tervie"ed 1/1 the four a reas \\ 3S 554. repre,e nt. 
1/1, It lotlll popul:lIIon of 2.707 found In these hou~holds . 

. The lreal majority of the '"te r\'le\loee~ \Io erc sedentary fa rmers. The rehglou\ 
Illhlra,,<>n, or the populauon , jured from tl"~rf'do to M'~rl'da ' the two major reli l!io n ~ 
o( the countr). namely the EthIOpian Orthodox Church and Muslim religio n,. 
~n: ho""eH~r "'ell represtnted. The lIteracy rate among the popula tion in the sune) 

u..ehok! "a, \ery low. II' IS true for rural Ethiopia generally. Th us. the popu lat ion 
'~I~ samrlc: tan be de\Cnbed as representatl\e of .. tradi tiona l" communities cf 
~ hour kYff'JoJ ~ntary farmers. adherents of either the Orthodox or /sl:l mic 
,alt . and prrdomlnantly Ilhtcra te (Sec Table I.) 
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I AOI t. I 

Churm If'rb''rJ I'rruntagt' 

I' roportlon of ~d~ntary fllrm~~ 
of \ampk hou~hold head.!> lib 

R~hglou~ aHihatlon of tOlal 
hou~hold population 

nhodo\ SO 
1u\hm 41) 

Oth~r I 
Rl&t~ of IlIlt~rac:y among 

population 10 )CI&f\ old and o\~r IS" 

III T il E fINO ING~ Of TI l E ~ RVt\ 

The a.!>J)«'b of Ih~ ~un~y data rek\ant to Ihe pr~scnl purJXhC= arc ~lImlar to 
tho~ referred to as Ih~ KA P data (Kno\Ookdgc of, Allil udes 10\Ooard\, and I)ractlc~ 
of ..-amll) Illan",n!),' II) \Ooell as Iho:.c pertaining to Ih~ d~mography of th~ !>un~) 
'Irea). We \hull SUm rnllriLC helol'.' th~ findings In th~~ r~~pttts III thc four ~une) 
IH.'rj'da.~. 

A I he KA I' finding ... 

I hc rc~pondenb "cre I&~~cd the follo\Oo 109 !tCne~ of quc~llon~ 
(I) Would )OU II~e 10 hl&\e 1110re children? Why? Why nOI ? 
(2) f\ rc )OU a\Ooure of the e~iSlenct of modern birth conlrol melhoo~ ',' 
(3) Would )ou or ,",Quid )our $pousc: ma~~ u')( of modern birth conlro\ 

method\ If \ltch facilities \Ooerc made a\lulablc" 

De!l irc (or Childr .. n 

Thcre \Oon ... remar~ablc comlStency of response: ... amonG the IIllenu:"'ee) of 
thr« of the four 14trrdru as , hown In rable 2. around 70 per ccnl ~'pre.!>~,"g tht: 
d~Slre 10 ha\e a Greatcr number of children , It should bc noted that Ihe proportion 
(If the l\ d\Ooa rCS('lOndcnh re .. pendln8 PCXIII\cly 10 thl' que-lion \\1&\ \cr) dlflerenl 
from Ihe 1I\c:r.lge of ttll other nreas ~uT\~)cd 11\ \Oocll. 

T,\ULE 2 

!"all ern of Ih:~pon'>e'l to QUe!llion: 

\\ Quld \ ou tn.c to 11 •• 1' ~ I Qrl' ('hildr c:n ~ 

II erel/u l'rrrC'II/tl.I{C' )'es Pert 'emugc /\0 

Ad", .. J6 64 
Inda ' Iaholl( 70 30 
De!>.!>K lUTl .. 6' JI 
We~ lIu 69 JI 

What "ere lhe rea .. om for dC51T1ng II grealer numbcr of children' 1 he rt\· 
J'".'n~ ... arc \ummurlled '" I abk ). 1 he most common reason for deslT1ng more 
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children .... IU the: np«tallo n of assistance in . " ~rk and d ur~ng ~ I~ , age rrom One\ 
chlldttn Oc her mpon~ Included : "npprCClallon or G~ s gift : "apprecl:t l l~~ 
uf' ctltldrcn"; and the: tksirt "'0 Itlerta~ the nu mbrr o r relatucs and the population . 

TA HL£ l 

RtII.50n~ for l>esiring I Grcl l('r N'umlK'r of Childrr" 

R~II..f(HI' ResfJoml'~ ( ",, ) 
To IUiSi parenl in " o rk a nd o ld age 46 

ppm:ial lOn or God 's gin 25 
Appm:ill llOn of children 2.:! 
To Intrtase number o r rclal i\c ... and populat IOn 9 
~~ , 
' OI l': Onen the respondents ga\ c morc th:.n o ne re;h On : 

hence the number of responses c .~cecds the nu mber of 
m pondenb. 

2. f.. nol\lfdgl' l\ boOi the Existence of Modern Uirlh Conlrol "'elhod, 

\ ery r.mall pro portio n o r all responde nts had any knO\\lcd ge ,tbOUI the 
C\ISleno: of modem birth cont rol mct hods. (Sec Tnblt' 4.) The scme\\ ha t greater 
prOport iOn of Onsic Zu ria respondents \\ho expressed knowledgc abo ut modern 
ht rth COntrol methods may probably be att ributed to thei r p ro;(im it) 10 iI major 
urban centre. 

TAI1LE 4 
f.. lMll\lcdge Aboul the E.\btenrt of Modern Hirth Control ,\lcllwll ' 

Rl'spolIsl'S (II .. ) 
II't ' l'l /a Y" No 

dy, a 2 98 
Inda Ma hone 3 97 
Desstc Zuria 5 95 Wert lIu 

100 

3 \\ ilHttl,1,1tbS to ~lIkt US(' or Mod~rn Birth Cont rol ~Icthod, 

1 he proportion of Ttspondenb expressing " i ll i n };ne~s to m;.~c u~c of modern 
bmh conlrol mt: lhods " 1lS also \cry sma ll" (~e Table 5.) Again, the pcrcc nt:tge of 
0e\s1C Luna respondenls expressing wi ll i ngne~ to ma l c usc of modern birth control 
mel hod~ .... iIl comparali \ ely greater than those o r the Other th ree 10"("(' l/llS . 

" illing~ 10 ~ l lkt L 

Inda Mahone 
Des~1C l una 
WCrt lIu 

TA BLE 5 

of i\lodl'rn Hirth Control Method, 

Re!lpolISfOS ("0) 
Yes No 

4 96 
3 97 

92 
99 



It I: liml lt' or '1Iur. 1 Incnl or Ilopul, ' ion In 1M ,",un , rn \ 

I he niltural IlK:rr.t'lo( o( Ihe populi lion compuled (or Ihe (~)ur IH'mJuf re: .. ulle:J 
III Iht' 10M. Ii,ure of le\ \ than 10 per 1000 po()ulatlOn or an IIIU( ... '10( o( k\\ th ... n I ~r 
IXIII ~r annum (Stt Tahle 6.) fhe crude blrlh roue of 45.5 prr 1000 (or the \uot') 
area U~ a whole .... a .. nOI Incon\l\!ent .... lIh the filurc .. found for rUfill Lthl('lPliI '" 
,I .... hole 7 n the: other hand . the death fate of 36.2 ptr 1000 ohuuned for the \ur\(} 
Mca Vla~ comparllll\d) hllh, ~\Ibl)' feflectlng lhe wli of the famme mlhe rtalOn 
In an)' Cil'oC , It mu\t be MlphoJl:rf/ th.1I the 10 .... order of ma@:nltudc (rather Ihan 
Ihe prt'Ci"'lon) of our findln(l' 1$ iunklent In nu~ It ba\IC qUC\'lon 

lAUI..L 6 

l-k\l lmalr of Na lunll I ncrt'a~ of the Popull lJon in !'>u n t'~ ' rra 

Crude I)lfth Rate 

Crude Death Rllte 

Rau: of atuml Incrt'asc: IjI J 

It I rC'ClIpllulalc. a significant proporllon of thc household head .. mtCf\leVled 
C\pre))(d the de!olrc 10 hlHC a grtater number of children than the) had at the IImt' 
" f the )unt') . Onl) a ,mall proportion of the ",ample had an) lno .... l(d~ (Ibout 
modern birth control method", or c\pres\ed .... llllIIgne~) to male usc of ~uch mcthods 
If made a\allable I he nile of n3turnllncfca~ of the populatIOn of the une) 3rtU\ 
VII" found to he protMbly m the region of I per ccnt per annulll 

\\ :u It .. orre\;t then hl ... d\oc ... te fllnul) pl ... nnlng a ... an urb'Cllt mattef ,,( pol19 
III the arca~ of the "'uney rollo .... '"g the 1972 7J (amille condLllon) " We argue Ihat 
.1 f:ul1Ily planning proi\r,Llnme .... ould neither hn\c betn C3\1Jy rcahl,lble, nor .... cre 
there wnklent lIround, to male \ut:h a ca~ fOf the ,une), ,m~a\ of rural \\ o lio 
,ln~1 I I~ral 

Lei u~ n:comlder the e\ldencc: I he le) pomb .... lIh regard to the KAP dat ... 
perll"n to ttH: f('a~n\ for tlc~lrIng ntUfe children and the atlllude e\prc\~d b} the 
re\pondenl' reg.lrdln,the p,......cll('( of hlrth contr I. II VIlli be recallrd that the rea'-On, 
gl\cn (or oe"nn! a art ... ter number or children h .. 'e their rOOh III «ononIiC. reh[llllU\ 
.100 ~nerilll)' cultural con"den'lon \ 

1\ 1\ .... ell recognLlC:d th ... t pronlllah; t atllludc\ pn:\ ... 11 In m.lny tr.II.llllon.1 
\OCletlC\. becau)C I,;h.ldrtn ()roude family labour and an: clIn)ldered a .. wun;t\ or 
\lIpporl ror their ()artll'" dunn! old 1IIgt'. In lhe ~une) arca~ . II ....... \ found that 
children 111 the 5·9 age-group performed regular oUlle~, parllcuJurl), herdlll& ellllle , 
g;lthenna hrc .... ood and ret chilli VI liter. and 10 man)' ca..o;c: ... a ... sl!>led 10 the ramll) 
rllfm actl\.IIIC'" The e\ptdOltlQn of \Uppof1 rrom ooc' s ofT\()flnih dunn, okJ .lgt 
l·\()f"('\-.c:d h) the IOler\.le .... tt' " .11'0 a .... ell·lno .... n phenomenon 10 rural fthl()pL.l 
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C'h.In, h.~ confirmed the r\pectution, of.rconomic bencfils from o ne\ ehlld rrn 
In hli iludy In both rural and urban Ethiopia : 

" FGI"'/Y pkwfurl hl"DIIJrtS oft~n slrus lire f.'c~lIolllic orl'as as ',!(! prmC/pal 
,.tr'lI,d NlWfil of hI,Mr porit}" Tlrt slIIdy s dOlo was 1101. mcolU/st('1/I 
""lilt swlt II p'tspuliI" 8)'far lire highesl tf.'sponse was ('COIIOII/Ie, rl',1:lIrdll'.If 
_/ If.'Olrapltlc atN,'" 

Under Ihc-SC condUJon . the high ratrs of infant mortality that prCH1i1 In man) 
rutll commUnll)t$ rdnfortt the gc~ral pronatalist attitudc~. si nce a ni) a fe\\ of 
Iho~ born In lOy one family 'Aill sunjn'; and under the circun1 ~tancc" of famllle. 
c.klth\ amon, chlldrrn arc: hlrly to be rxlrnsi\r. One study based on a ~uney III 

the A""tajtu of WoUo shov.'td thai the death· rate due to famine \\as e ,~trcmely high 
In lhe 0-4 as .. ell a the 45-64 age-groups,.o The study report further noted : 

"For 1M "" hole of 'lrt sllt l't),e(/ poPlllalioll, Ihe ptopor/ioll of the yO/lllg ( 1110,11' 
a,ed leD lhan 15) had dtopPf.'t{ from 63.8D

; of Ihe (alaI popu/mio/l ill 1970 
(C 0 SUfl~}') 10 56.2D 

•• Tht deC/ine/or Ihe I'U}' )'Ollllg ( //Iulf'r 5) i:1' .ffill 
more Impor/Oll/. From 17.6D

• in 1970, il Iras 1I0K' droppf'd 10 l i D". MiXrmioll 
MinI mU€h I~JS of a fuclor lor youlIgtr ami olt/er peopll! ( OI'U 45) 111(11/ lor 
adults ( 15-44 ). 1M d«lin~ ;n propo"ioll o/Ihl!se groups mighl ha rt' hl'l'lI 
, rtUler If adults haJ not massi, t'/y migra/I!d, I/I!IICC thl! lft'dille coulel //lain" 
be upla/llf.'d b}' a higlrer force of mortality III these groups, "II 

The: ImpllC3tlons of the abnormall), high rates of Infant and chIld mOftahty 
under the pre\-aIIJng socio-a:onomic circumstances can therefore be readll} 
.pprcclited 

Ob\<lO\lsl)' the economic dimenSion can nOI be considered in Isolati on from 
the broader- cultural conte~t , The infl uence of deep-rooled beliefs deserves part Iculaf 
attrnllOn, hO'Ae\er. In this respect. too, Our findings arc in £ene ral agreement Il lI h 
the: earlier flndm~ by Chan!. 'Aho concl uded : 

"OllhoJ~ In thf.' SUfI,}'tJ population ""no spccijif'tl all aClllo/ IIl1mher QI 
rltdJrnl tha, kould bt hlt-alfor a/amily, lire IIIOSI (reqllf'III/Y 1I01l!d fl'spon fl' 
""GS (OUI 1I0"'-tlrt, ,hi,,)'. slxl}' and fift)' per Cf'1If of 'hI! IIrban, rllral alld 
\ luJh". f~,m'nts o/Ih, popllla/ioll rtspeclh'l!l), lIoll!d IlulI Iltl! /llImher or 
rhlldren In Ihe family kQ,f (itlermlllf'ti by 'God's will' , , .. ,III gelleral. Ihe 
furl'}' popullltlOt/ lemkd 10 I'itw COlllroceptil'C IIsage as 'agaills i God'~ wi/l' 
1'11& rnponst r""I1'td lhe hlghtsl perc('nlage lor I!(lcil [{rOllp : IMrn'.rOlIf 
~t «", urbdn, Ilrl" f-Mlen M,ulim. anti forlY-follr llIral." n 

erulnly. 'A'l lh the ~pread of health ~r\'iccs, morlalll), \\ III lend 10 decrease 
iU Incheated In the R'fHJfI quotrd at the outset. Wr might add thaI the sonne f"Clon 
IMt IIlftucna the:: de.:hoe of mortaht), ... ill also tend to make for a ri~ in the birth­
rate, rt'1ulll", '" an "'creased rate of population gro'A th, This is a plausible for. 
muiatK)n or lhe: "problem" or population gro'Ath . It must be rf!t:ogll i:{'tl. ho\\c\'er. 
Ihal no IIrM1abk n n be SCt for elthe, the decline of the death rate or for the fISc 
or d~ btrth rale In any case, the Prc:'>Criplion of birth Control can pcrhllp<; be a 
pIolllall\(, but not II CU~. for the " problem"; for the rc:d uction of the birth rale can 
only m.ult rrom lhe:: roJlo"lng pr~ of long-term change : 



, 
The adoption of mod~rn "tcc::hnoloJY" In lIancultur~. ltadl ng 10 con~qu~nl 
~duced dc:prnd~ncz on chlkt labou r ; 

2 rht pro\Isi(ln o( M)Cial \tCunly (or lh~ ,,~d . 3pln r~ducinJ depcnd~ncc: 
on on~'~ offspnna\ (or \upport: and 

l. han~ In lhe cuhu r~·bI.;c:d IU"lud~, lo"ard (~rtlhly _ 

1 h~~. of ou r)C. ar~ nOI OC" findings. but th~y lue conhrm~d by our ~ul'\e) 
I or ar~ th~y the only co ndillom under \II hlch Ih~ blrlh rat~ can dCi:hn~ 5Ulblllnll3l1) 
Tht ~,pan~ion of educational opporl untly (or Ih~ ),oun& VoIIi at OIKX lend to r~ducc 
carll' marnagc and to change: IIttlludtS 10Voard II larae (amlly. ~Ince chlkt labour 
Will no longer be counled on . I uri her. the ,ntdual change o( Ih~ rol~ of VlOlmn In 
a dc\clopIOg MlCielY. "IXnlO, the door (or greater p:artlclpallon In 1ndu~tnal lI(e 
and 10 rrofes~ional actlvlllCS. VIlli lend to decrea~ Ih~ blrlh rate lxcauK o( the lI"ely 
laic marriage: and rdllll\cly common non·maTTl3£C of" Imn unda ~uch COndl ' 
lion~ . " 

In the conlext of such a long·/erm proc~s\ of SOClo~conomlC transformallon. 
birth control can pcrhalh ~ conS lde~d liS an tngredlent of an ~fT«lI\~ popu lallon 
pollc) undcr conditiOns of ~aious pressu re of popullulon growth. Ho ..... ev~r . In Ihe 
particular case of the suney areas of Wollo and Tigrai. "~ find no c\ id~nce of II 

particularly rapid mlc of populalion gro .... lh 

\ r il E EVII) E~CE OF RELATIV ELY LOW R,\ TE OF 

I~O I)UI nON GRo\n'lI 

Wc find In fnci Ihatlhe estlmale of ~CCnt populu tlon IOcreast of 2.S pcr «nt or 
more for Wollo and Tlgrnl COnirad lCls Inc ll\allnble e\ld~ncc 

1 he rale of nalural tnCr~a5C of less thnn I per ccnt pcr annum for the areas of 
Ihe ~une) IS adm ittedly 10M . WllhoUI d"dhng on polna of preciMon. siner populo. 
lion doto for Ftll/oplO r~mam QJ Kross oppronmiJtl()ns. and rellect "ide local vaTla· 
lIOn . ~Sllmal~' of as 10 .... as I pcr cent natural increase ~r annum hUH also bttn 
made for at lellSl pmlS of Tigral 10 the ~c~nl Tigml Rural Ix\cJopm~nl St udy 
(Sec Table 1 lit 

'fA ULE 1 

' t'I GrO"lh RI II'!l or Ih Populilion or Ti~rai 

Annua l 1't.rctn'I~ C' or Runl Ind I,.. rbln PO)HIII, lon 

\otllrQI 1/J('rrtlJ~ 

Rural 

Urban 

10 to U 

I ~ 10 20 

GrOll/II 

01 O_S to I 0 

3.50 to 400 SO to 6_0 

Source Tigrol Rural Dcldopmf"nl SurU'I . 1916 

'rhc In\e~IIgnton p\e the follo .... ln[l, e'(plllnnllon for tnc low nile of I rOVl th 
of 11K population : 



• l flUOPI,,' IOUR'Al 0' DE:\ EI.OP\IE'T RESEARCH, VOL. 3, 'io. I, 1979 

/ ' / <_. L < •• , " ·~n a rapid ,fOIt'" of Ihl' rllrtll paplila/;Q1t ~' It U 1M\' ,,,,t. Irrw IM'f' "" fK • r I 
aJ I"rut OIU IIw /lUI tkCOI./t. or "l'n Iongu. The prl'sf'1Il Sat~lfaIlO'~ ~ 11f" 

kvtJ IIIQJ rrobohl)' ftO"lftll SOI/lI' l illll! ago. Sill(" fire 'Stllllra~IOI: pOllll .I'~.\ 
<oJ . popliialloll //I JOlllt' )'(!{/fS /rare probabl) btl'1I mUll "tli 

rcaCIOIf: • Incrt(IJt In b ./. / .. / 
It) ikfff'run in otll,., .rror.!, dtpt'IId;ng 01/ ,Ill' !tlrol/,n III): or 0/ I('nl'/I~ 0 

a.rkulturaJ ",n(llIlotH I" /Klfl iclliarly bad ),('ors. sl/cll as /1/ 1972/ 73 h/II!1I 

L fi I <0"'/"' •• , In rigro ; Iheft' \l en." undoubh'dh al> .. ol"l(' ,'Wrt .. trl' am M ....... . 

dt('r ' in 11K- run 1 popul. ' ion ··I~ (i talics Q(/dt'tf). 

C nl,m.ttt'> or Ultr a clt'coJ,. "J{" placed the n:ltural Incr~~I~ of the rural 
r".'rubltcln of Wollo and Tlgr:u at .tboUI 1.6 per ctnl PCf " n"um . 

In the: (a« o( )ucn t\id~ncc, th~ prognostication of ,:t rate of n,a tu ral trlcreJ.~ 
uf u\~r 2 per cenl fl(r annum for ru ral Wollo and T igr:u \\a~ queslLonabk for the 
~nod Imlllfillattl) fol1o\\ing th~ 191213 famine. 

VI. CONCLUS IO NS 

11 appcOin that rdatlu:l) strong pron :ltali~ t altitudc~ pre\all III the sune) ~rca, 
of Wollo and Tigrai Such atlitud~s a~ ma nifestations of deep- roOled :tnd hJgh l ~ 
mttrtkptndent socio-ttQnomlC circumstances, II is in such ci rcumstance, that Ihe 
,lo,OIn "(k\clopmc:nt 1\ the: ~st contraC'tpti\~ " can ha\'e an appea l. 

lX'pJtc the (act Ihat popula tion es timate~ for Elh iopl:! :Ifi: not COnclU~I\C, 
the e\Kknee: :I\allabk mdleale~ that thc ra te of growl h of thc rural population of 
\1. 0110 and Tigral has b«n rel:u i\dy lo w for :11 leasl a dccnde. Under such colldl' 
,1('In\, cmpha\i\ on family phlnnmg turns o ut 10 be:t rather facile policy prc,alptmll 

It "'ould ~m that, at Ihe \ery least. a carf'jlll asSf'SSIl//!/11 of the cfleet of the 
I Q12 13 famine fatall t~ as Yotll as o f o ut-migration ~hou ld prt'('(>t/e lmy con,ideration 
I.f rorul;mon control in Wollo and Tigrai. 

\ 11 th" IS not to dtn)' the large Size of the populatio n III the:;,c reglom relalL\c 
10 proouccl\c agncultural land , It it recognized. for insta nce. Ihal the populallon 
den'lty of ruraJ ~IC: l una AM.'raju (1 81.8 per l>q. km. as co mpared ~i l h 16.92 for 
Nul EthIOpia) " the hlahcst to be found III Ihe countr)' .17 T he 'lpparclltly high 
m.n-lo-13OO nallo. cl>pecially .... here the land i.) relali l'eiy IIIlpro<itlCfire. <I.) gcnerall} 
" 1M calC: In the drough t.affected area ;; of Wollo and T igru i, l11 u ~ 1 not re~tricl our 
.ttentlon to one".<Ii: of the picture. i.e. population. This ~ itualion rathcr indicate, 
thai allenllun 'oould ~ focu~d on the Olftt!r side of the picture, implying in Ih~ 
tOl\C of the .. re~ oflhe \ Iudy. the need for a policy of inte n ~i fyillg rural dcvelopment. 
II'kJuJln, efrom 10 nu!;C: aaneullural prod uct;\-i l )' and diver~i ficli lion of emplo>­
ment OpportunlhtS Outitde agncultu~ as \\ell as for resctt lcment programmc~ .. iil~1 
",'I nrct'i\;lnl) f(1f an urrent ramll) planning polic} . 

f)1\'tnlhcallC)n o( emplo)mtnt opportun i t ie~ may be pol>l>lb1c thro ugh, f';lf 
In~tantt. publIC _ori. .. programmes and investmcnt in rural i ndus t r i e~, but "III 
(\b\ll1u\ly de~nd on the condnl0ns and circumstancc:; that IIllinife,t thcm)Cl\e' 
III c\ery commumty and on the crcatl \C design and application or rural developmcnt 
poliC)'. In Itl" conn«:hon, it mu I be bolne in mind tha t, ove r t he lo ng te rm . in· 
~re;&~ III IIfrICultural prodUClt\l t)' Yoll! re~ult in a continuo u, dccrea~e of the pw-

.. 



, 
portion of lhe: !UIIiI population enaJ.gcd In IIln~ullure I hl\ \hould fMm pul t.f 
the broad penpcclue t.f de\dopment palM,;} for flhl(IPIJ. tenerall), • .and for Willi\! 
,Ind Tilral plrtlcul .. rl) 

I he: \OlutlOnto the problem llf \' 0110 .. nd f 'gr.u 1\ J. long·lerm line ;lnd "'111 
elll.ul a 100<1 de.tl of IO'e\lmenl III rurill de\dnl'menl It mu\t hOlolocH:r be: remem· 
bc:~d that II I .. mtl) pl .. nnlnl pohq too 1\ M,d) 10 reqUire the allOOlllun {If \I[ln,ficant 
.Jmount~ (If IinaOClal J.nd \kllleJ m;lnp{lY.er ~\ouru\ II I urthcrmore. under lhe: 
p~\alhnlt a~ \t ructure of the popul.1l10n of de\doping MXietle\ (.'t::nerall). II mlghl 
la\.e II penod of decade .. for e\en II I",mlly planning poliq 10 ha\e ",n Impact on 
population .rololoth. it\\umlll8 III the li,..,1 plal.,,( Ih:tt \uch n pohe)' t\ called for ;Ind 
lind\ .uxcrl.tna . 

• 
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NOTES 

Refer 10 P O ' Ktc:fe aDd B, Wimn", "African Drooif1t- The State of the Game", In A/rICDII 
£m-.l ~kJl Rt~t No, I, Internat ional African Insti tute, london, 1975, For in­
formatlOa ~ drouplI .. lf«1cd I!'US ~ Wollo and ",:iS~i, refer to M rl )' Slan'U/ioll ~fQH _ 
"£11UDpitI T,A"'m", Rehe'( and Rehabihta tion CommiSSion, 1975, PP. 5. 8 & 9.: later InforlN. 
lion b to be round in lhe Crop-OrfWfI(frnl Food S"fIfIfJ' Sysltlll Rtpo,.,s, Rehef and Renal!!_ 
l,ullOII Cormuwon 

Quoted (run LofchlC by Abdul M~ld Hussein. "The r oli tieal Economy of Famll1e III Elhlo­
r-a", In A/,INl" ["rifOll"Wflf , Sptda/ Rt'porl No. 2. International African Institute. London, 
11176, p )11 

~, 1WwIbt/llrlll(1fl i/l WoIfq rlflll Ti,,,, Repon of Survcy and ProJCC-t Prepar-lIlon M ISSIOll, 
Rdd' and Rchal!!htillon Commission, 1975, p. 24. 

n ... point II ",cli IMK"Ulated In On Family P/ulln1ntr in Ethiop ifl , No. I . Ethiopian Nutntion 
1""-ltUIt', 11112, p_ I. 

, kefCf to I_I G_ KJrOli Ind ASSC'ra Meheretu. S"'I"t'y 0/ Soc;o-frollom,c C"flr<lrfrrm,rl 
0/ Ruml DII/oplo, hHtl tu1e of De\'dopmem Rcscarch. Addis Ababa University, lIullctlM 
'.1. IIIU .. n. 

6 Thc reader must be (OI"e'A'II'ncd that no Implication is made here that hll:h fertllny mulls 
from lad of l llO\O·lcdae. 

7. kda' for IMClnee 10 nw INmDlrupJry 0/ Dhiopia , Rtm/II of ,II,. Nmio,w l Sumplt SIIrl"ty. 
~ ~--, Votumc I. Central StatiSlical Office, 1974. p. 78, 

I Thtt IS 01 coune not unique to Ethlop,a. Refer for e.\ample to Mead T. Cam. ··The Lcononuc 
Ac:CI\'1I1CS 0( Children In • Village in Ibn&ladesh·', in POPllflltiO/, (//1/1 Ot," '"lopJII(1II Rtl'it • .• 
eml('T for Pop.Iot""" S,l«Iin ollltt' Poou/miOll r",,,, .. iI, Vol. ) , No. ). Seplo;rllocr 11177, 

II \\-e'n Pin 01&"" ··Populatlon Studies In Ethiopia : Kno ..... ledgc. Altitudes and I' racucc Sur' 
VC')"Iln Populallonlnd lltahh", T1u' JolirnaloIElhiQpkm Slildits. Vol. X II . No.1. 1974, p. I I. 

10 Sho<to~ 8e1cte' 1"1 "I, Projift pI lVoifo Undrr Fan/illt, Elhiopian Nutrillon InslIllItf , 111701, p 12 
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Ibid, p II 

011.01 , p' 
ror dttt'UMlOn 0{ lhese: Ind.l'rb1ed rnl UCl'$, I'rfcr to Samir Amin. ··Undcr' I' opula1cd Afnea ". 
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