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ABSTRACT: The last few years have seen huge increases in fishing effort and 
production on the major water bodies of the country. Already some stocks show 
signs of overfishing raising the issue of proper management of this natural 
renewable resource. This paper reviews some concepts used in fisheries biology 
and stock assessment and compares these with the current knowledge on the 
major stocks. A list of possible small research projects which would make a 
direct contribution to the rational management of the fisheries on these stocks is 
discussed. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The importance of the fisheries sector in Ethiopia is relatively difficult to 
evaluate. Much happens unrecorded at the local level, often in remote places. 
The figures used in this presentation refer to the lakes and reservoirs covered 
by the Lake Fisheries Development Project - Phase II. They are the lakes 
Abaya, Awassa, Chamo, Langano, Tana, and Ziway and Koka reservoir as well 
as some minor lakes in South-Wollo. From September 1996 to August 1997 
over 3000 fishermen landed an estimated 10,400 tons from these water bodies 
(fable 1). This corresponds to a total value at the landing site of over 13 
































































