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ABSTRACT: Cytogenetic and allozyme analyses of small mammals (Insectivora 
and Rodentia) of the Bale Mountains National Park were carried out. Karyotypes 
and electrophoretic analysis of protein variations of endemic species (Crocidura 
lucina, C. glass;, C. harenna, C. bottegoides, Tachyoryctes macrocephalus, 
Dendromus lovali, Arvicanthis bUck;, Stenocephalemys albocaudata, S. 
griseicauda, Praomys albipes, Mus mahomet and Lophuromys melanonyx) are 
presented and discussed. New cryptic species in the genera Crocidura, 
Lophuromys, Stenocephalemys and Otomys were found. The most interesting 
finding was a rodent new to science - Lophuromys sp.A. This species may be 
endemic to relic Harenna Forest. High level of genetic isolation between different 
populations of some endemic species was noted. Importance of genetic approach 
for conservation of en Jemic small mammals is emphasized. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Bale Mountains National Park (BMNP) encompasses an area of 2,200 km2 

in the Bale Massif. It encloses a great variety of distinctive habitats and can be 
divided into three regions: the northern woodlands, extending from 3,000 to 
3,500 m altitude; the central Sanetti Plateau, from 3,500 to 4,400 m altitude; 
and the relic Harenna Forest from 1,500 to 3,250 m altitude. The Harenna 
Forest is a dense tropical forest, which covers the southern slopes of the Sanetti 
Plateau. Separated from other similar forest blocks by the Rift Valley to the 
west, the Sanetti Plateau to the north, and the lowlying, arid habitats on the 










































