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INTRODUCTION 

«The lessons we took are very interesting and helpful. Even then 

the listening comprehension is so difficult as we are not adopted (sic) 

to the native speakers' pronunciation.» 
- second-year English major 

It was comments such as the one above, as well as general 

dissatisfaction with student results on listening comprehension examina

tions, which provoked this writer to re-examine the listening comprehen

sion component of the two-semester course in Spoken English which she 

had designed and taught to English majors at Addis Ababa University. 

The importance of the listening skill cannot be underestimated. As Rivers 

(1972 :87) points out, «Speaking does not itself constitute communication 

mless what is said is comprehended by another person. ( ... ) Teaching 

H-phe comprehension of spoken speech is therefore of ~!2' importance 

gl.( the communication aim is to be achieved.» (our emphasis) In the (now) 

jU'raditional audio-lingual classroom, however, listening was subordinated 

.~ speaking, on the assumption that students could understand more than 

ey could speak. This may be true for «teacher-tallo>, but is by no 

o eans the case in the «real» world. In this regard, Sittler (1975 :118) 

llates that «... the English beard in the (foreign language) classroom 

often bears little resemblance to that which is heard elsewhere. ( ... ) 

This fact is the single most important cause of our students' difficulty 

in aural comprehension outside the classroom.» Moreover, «There is a 

growing awareness,» writes Montassir (1976 :165), «that even poopJ e 

who have been studying English for years, and do very well in grammar, 

vocabulary, reading, composition- even speaking, have enormous difficult

ies when confronted with the real everyday speech of native speakers as 

well as the university classroom situation ( ... ).» Indeed Fox (1974) 

maintains that listening is a far more difficult skill to learn than speak

ing. Given the importance of the listening skill and the difficulties 

involved, to what extent and in what way can we facilitate the acquisi

tion of this skill in English majors at Addis Ababa University, using the 

time and resources at our disposal? 
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